IEIDEN

Mennonite
Church

Moundridge, Kansas

“Very truly | tell you, unless a grain of wheat Anniversaries 9
falls into the earth and dies, it remains just agde grain; Announcements 2
but if it dies, it bears much fruit"John 12:24 Birthdays 9
Change of Address 1
Deaths 6

Eden Must Die Invitation to Share y
Just For Kids 8
The central need of Eden, as for all congregatisrer us as | Mentoring Minute 5
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All churches must die. Some must literally die, dgsheir | Up-coming Events
doors. Declining churches must die to focusingrvival. Others
face dramatic changes in their ministry context$ st die to a way of being church that no lorsggves God’s
mission. Even growing churches must die, to egbsaif-absorption and self-sufficiency and to theefiective as-
sumption that they are automatically doing God'k écause they are “successful.” And so Eden Maita Church
too must die.

The acceptance of our death is nhot morbid; it is‘giwing up”; it is not a call to spectacular magdom; it is
not an analytical conclusion based on assemblingtatistics and extending the lines into the feituRatherywe must
dieis a spiritual necessity. It is based on théhttbait we are a people who place ourselves tadalilye disposal of a
once dead and now living Lord. And our own lifgoegterned on the emptied and exalted Jesus whe igrain of
wheat fallen into the earth, and whom God has daégmin to bear much fruit.

New life comes only to the dead. And that newikf€&od’s gift. It is not under our control; we dot take
up the remote but the cross. We cannot producdifewith a down-sized organizational structurenigsion state-
ment, a revised constitution, improved round talideussions, more hymnals, fewer hymnals, updatingnember-
ship rolls, reaching out to our neighbors, a sligbsite, giving more money, better preaching, @astlined nominat-
ing process, a state-of-the-art sound system, diyniaaders, or a strategic planning process.

Death is good news because it allows God's newnpétjj. Death does not stop a God who can ratyle dr
bones, breathe into corpses and call forth theyilegdérom their grave clothes. Friday does nopgtee God who
holds the power of Sunday.

Resurrected life isewlife. It is not the rejuvenation of the old life. We can parape@aCor 5:17. “If any
congregation is in Christ, thererisw creation The former things have passed away. See! KNmgs have come!”
The resurrected church is as dramatic and origime&w beginning of God as the first creation in € 1!

God’s new life comes from God alone. It happenSda’s way and in God'’s timing and by the powethef
Holy Spirit. It transforms us from the inside o@ur part is to offer ourselves, as individuald as a congregation,
completely and unreservedly to God, in the manhdesus’ Gethsemane prayer: Not our will but yeilirbe done
(seeMark 14:36).

| enter with you, hopefully and energized, intoeavryear of praying, dreaming, conferring, planniaigg
ministering as Christ’s church. But we are cleldeither consultants nor processes nor anythirgielall creation is
the Savior. For Eden Mennonite Church, the onijtaézation worth having isesurrection new life out of death,
which God alone will give.

Do

'Peter Bushln Dying We Are Born: The Challenge And The HopeoF CongregationgHerndon, VA: The Alban
Institute, 2008), 47.
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After the deacon, pastor and staff Christmas party

held at the home of Keith and Mary Albrecht the-dea

The next congregational/annual business meeting

cons and pastors met for a short meeting. All desico and round table discussion is January 10 follovaing

and pastors were present.

noon meal. After looking at the meeting of animals

Keith Albrecht opened the meeting with devotionsabove, which one are you? Are you the lion whosoar
The minutes of the previous meeting were approged ao be heard? Are you the deer everyone sees as a

printed.

No treasurers report was presented.

Discussion of the Safe Sanctuary covenant was
postponed until a later date.

Greg Fast shared that he met with the committee

dear? Are you the rabbit hopping from one topic to
the next? Are you the elephant trumpeting his opin-
ions? Are you the fox who comes up with clever
ideas?

Whatever animal you most resemble you are wel-

working on the consultation process. It was decided come at the meeting on January 10. With the leader-

interview at least one more person before a deatisio

ship of Church Chairperson Glen Goering, we prom-

made on who will serve as the outside consultant fo ise to keep the zoo atmosphere to a minimum.

our visioning process.

We look forward to hearing from all ageswhen

Pam Schrag and Berni Kaufman have agreed to we discuss the following questions during the round

give leadership in organizing Lenten groups during
lent.

table discussion.
1) If you woke up each Sunday morning early and

A conference called “Building a Better Future for couldn’t wait to get to church because you were so

Women and Girls” will be held in Texas on Januay
and 27. The deacons agreed to pay the registriat#on
for Pam Schrag and Berni Kaufman to attend.

It is time for the review process to begin fortbot
Pastor Gail and Pastor Mike. Bob Tolle will be ane
tact with Jim Stucky from Western District Confecen
to get this process started.

2 excited about it, what kinds of things would bengoi
on here?
2) What would it mean for us as a congregation
to “go green,” that is, to adopt intentional praces
of stewardship for God’s creation? What would such
a green emphasis look like in our worship, kitchen,
classroom, office, and outdoor spaces? How impor-

Keith Albrecht, deacon chair expressed his appretant is this to you personally? What would you be

ciation to the deacons and pastors for their waoirkng
his tenure as deacon.

After congregational concerns were shared Bob
Tolle closed the meeting with prayer.
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The MCC invitation to share project for the mo
of January is sheets (single flat preferred, wbite
colored). If you want to take part in this project
can't get out, you may write a check to Eden with
“MCC invitation to share” in the memo line. Pleasd
mail checks to the church office, P.O. Box 406,
Moundridge.

willing to do to contribute to the ministry of citén
stewardship?

Following the round table discussion we will re-
view the annual reports from committees, recommen-
dations for the new year, and look over the progose
budget for the year. If you have never been tora co
gregational meeting we encourage you to givery.a t
The “old” business meeting format of the past is
gone. The new format of discerning together asna co
gregation what our future holds is now our goal. If
you care about where your church is headed in 2010
come share your thoughts.

nth

January 1: New Year’'s Day

January 6: Epiphany

January 10: Baptism of the Lord

January 18: Martin Luther King Jr. Day

January 18-25: Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
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The Wednesday evening sessions will
begin on January 6 at 7:00 p.m. Look

what we have planned for the new
year!

January 6
New Year — New Challenge

January 13
Why Jesus? What's the big deal about Jesus?

January 20
Hesston College presents

January 27
Service Night / Worship team practice

February 3

Why Jesus? Was Jesus God or just a good man?

February 10

Why Jesus? Were Jesus’ miracles just an illusion?

February 17
Ash Wednesday worship

February 24
Service Night

March 3
Why Jesus? Is Jesus the only way to heaven?

Do you know someone who doesn’t have a church? In-

vite them to come with you on Wednesday nights.

January 6 begins the Wednesday night activitiealfo

ages. Children ages two through grade five willtcare
with the FaithWeaver Curriculum. The curriculum eac
ages kids as they grow in their faith and serwcethers.

Grades six through eighth will continue meetinghwi
Marlene Bogard and Joel Krehbiel for some advestire
studying the Bible.

0
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Wednesday Evening Bible Study

When: Wed. nights 7:00-8:00, beginning Jan 6, 2010
Where: At the church in Room 127.

Teacher: Pastor Dave

For whom: Everyone!

Why: There are no “finished” people of faith

in John; they are all “in-process.” Jesus asksthe
and us, “What are you looking for?” and invitesrthe
and us to “come and seeJohn 1:38-39. These en-
counters are written that we may believe and hiée |
(John 20:30-3).

Do not look forward to what might happen tomorrow.
The same God who cares for you today
Will take care of you and yours tomorrow and e\esaty.
Either God will shield you from suffering
Or God will give you unfailing strength to bear it.
Be at peace then and put aside
All anxious thoughts and imaginations.
~ St Francis de Sales
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From it's meager beginnings in the garage/worksfdpe Senior Citi-
zen Center to its current location at 101 W. Cdle/Ahgels’ Attic is grow-
ing and being used. Our new location gives us plaeesto share all the won-
derful donations we have received. Along with tbeations of clothing,
other items, such as hangers, and various dispthave also been do-
nated. Thank you to Marge Goering, Berni Kaufmaah Erances Neufeld
for their donations of racks. Wilbert (Toby) Goeyiaven built and donated
clothing racks specifically for Angels’ Attic. Thiryou, thank you, thank
you for your generous donations!

Can you help?

You now have the ability to do voluntary servicghaut leaving
Moundridge! You may enjoy meeting people. Yourlskihay be in creative
displays of donated items, you may enjoy organiziothing by type or size, or you may just like the
idea of the recycling that is happening with thigjgct. Whatever your skills are, we can use you.

The goal is to get volunteers to staff the fagiio regular hours can be established. We wanti@eop
to get excited and watch for the OPEN sign. Ondenteers have filled in all the slots, that OPEYhsi
will appear more and more. Thanks to Ken Preheinges’ Attic now has a sign that will be placed on
the sidewalk outside the building when we are opetow is a calendar that we'd like to fill with mas
of volunteers. Do it on your own or make it a veatyou share with a friend. If you can share thieddi
time please call Pam at 316-217-1448 or sign uhatch.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

8:30-11:30 a.m. | 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. | 8:30-11:00 a.m.| 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. | 8:30-11:30 a.m. | 10:30-12:30 p.m.

Joy Thiessen Verna Stucky Frances Neufeld
Mary Cross
4:00-6:00 p.m. 4:00-6:00 p.m. 12:30-2:00 p.m.
\ (12 Apartment Commons on the Memorial Home Cam-
A $+ ) '3 pus on February 28, and at the First Mennonite

Church of Christian in Moundridge on March 7.
The Mennonite Central Committee

(MCC) Fellowship Meals will be held Get your registration forms filled out and place

on February 28 and March 7, 2010. Watch your churc them in the mailbox at church of Marvin and

. hMarjorie Stucky or mail to Marvin or Marjorie
;n?élﬁoovi,(sfﬁi;ﬂrfeglg?nrﬁeind plan to be a host eyt Stucky, 200 17th Vlg. #18, Moundridge, by January

31, 2010. The deadline for the meals at First Men-
nonite Church and Krehbiel Apartments is February

Do your young children know about MCC and the mls-7, 2010.

sions they are a part of around the world? Have you
talked about the importance of keeping these missio
going with your children? This is a great way ttoan
duce them to MCC.

Please consider taking part in this year's MCC pro-
ject as hosts or guests. You'll be glad you did.

Fill out the folder as guests or hosts, and if esguin-
clude your check for $15 per adult and $6 for cleild
6-12. Those under 6 years are free. If a hostsplea “The ultimate measure of a man is not where he
include how many guests you would like to have. stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but

where he stands in time of challenge and contro-
There will also be fellowship meals served at Kiehb  versy.” ~ Martin Luther King Jr.

4



responsibility to always take the initiative in
the relationship. After all, you are the adult
and the mentoring relationship is for the

By Pastor Mike Bogard benefit of your youth!

Genesis " When you get together for the first time this
year, create a new year’s resolution or two
or three for your mentoring relationship.
Write them down and post them at home.
For example:

We will read the Gospel of Luke by the
end of Easter
We will meet once a month
We will visit another church’s worship
service twice
We will talk to a person we don’t know
once a month and share the experience
with each other
We will do something together as a part
of Sunday morning worship
Make a list of twelve things you each want
to do in the coming year and twelve things
you might do together in the coming year.

In the Hebrew language, the

first book of the Bible’s name

is actually the first word of the

text: or transliterated

b r '§it (pronounced bear-ra-

sheet). It means, “In the be-

ginning.” Of course, we know
that Genesis is all about the beginnings of thitiys;
beginning of creation, the beginning of humankind,
the beginning of sin, and the beginning of Godts ac
to save the world. John’s Gospel begins with the
same phrase, “In the beginning.” Were John’s gospe
written in Hebrew it would use the same word,
b r 'Sit. It seems John’s intention was to connect the
beginning of Jesus’ story as Savior of the worlthwi
God'’s beginning story of acting to save the wotlial.
God'’s view, there is always a chance for a newrbegi
ning.

January is also a chance for new beginnings, an op-
portunity to start over. So we make New Year' ofes
lutions because we recognize that we are imperfect
and what we do is imperfect. There are other occa-
sions to begin anew. School years begin anew with
new goals. Gardening begins anew with new plants.
Games begin anew with new determination. Projects
begin anew with new plans. Beginnings are in our
DNA and our faith. I 3 )
, $ 5 2
Mentors can encourage youth to think and talk about
the new beginnings coming in their lives. For éigh

graders and high school seniors, a new beginning of Bethel College’s 2010 celebration of the Martin Lu-

the next stage of school life or college life oo ther King Jr. holiday will mark the Soanniversary
life is on the horizon. Some of our youth are aev ~ Of King’s speech at Bethel, Jan. 21, 1960. Actsti
beginning of faith exploration in catechism class. ~ 0n campus Monday, Jan. 18, include the premiere of

January also offers a new beginning for mentors and a recording (not known to exist until recently)tioé
youth; an opportunity to connect, get together, and  speech; a panel discussion with Bethel alumni who
explore faith and life if the relationship has éaéd attended the speech and/or participated in the&elm
recently. Look for creative ways to explore new be  to-Montgomery March or the Spelman College ex-
ginnings as you begin this new year as amentor!  cpange program; a plaque dedication in Memorial
Ideas for January Activities Hall; an art exhibit by Newton USD-373 students; a
jazz group; and an evening program featuring the

Make that call, schedule that get- . . . .
! g Newton Community Children’s Choir and King

together, or just connect in church as

soon as you can after the first of the friend and colleague Vincent Harding. For times and
year. January is like a free pass to start locations, see www.bethelks.edu/bc/125anniversary/
all over again. It is the mentor’s mlk.php or call 316-284-5247 or 5227.
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o o Carol Niehage (71) passed away on Tuesday, Nov. 9.
You are invited to partici-  services were held at Eden on Friday, Nov. 13. We e
pate in a special musical  tend our sympathy to Sherwin and all of Carol's ex-

opportunity Saturday, tended family. (No picture on file)

January 30, 2010 in Over-

land Park, Kansas. A Edna Stucky (Mrs. Martin J.T.) (82) passed away Fri
Sing-Along with re- day, Nov. 13. Services were held at Eden on Monday,
nowned conductors Dr. November 16. We extend our sympathy to all of Esina’

Weston Noble and Charles family. (No picture on file)
Bruffy is based on a simi-
lar event held 11 years ago Vida J. Schrag-Ellwood (73) passed away Saturday,
at Bethel College with famed choral conductor Rbber November 14. Services were held at Eden on Friday,
Shaw and Arts in Prison founder Elvera Voth. November 20. We extend our sympathy to her husband,
Garth, daughter Sheri Kaufman-Marsh and her family,
That event, consisting of a 500-voice chorus aret ov sons, Terry and Frank and their families, andfall o
1,200 participating audience members, was a remarkVida’'s extended family. (No picture on file.)
able success, raising enough funds to officiallynth
Arts in Prison and paying tribute to the passidns 0 Wilma Krehbiel (93) passed away on Thursday, Nov.
social justice and musical excellence. The Kansas 26. Services were held at Eden on Sunday, NOW\29.
City Sing-Along will use the same repertoire of lwel extend our sympathy to her son Michael and his Ifami
known classical choral works and hymns that was  and all of Wilma’'s extended family. (No picture fie.)
used in the original concert.
William D. Schrag (83) passed away
This event will also benefit Arts in Prison, whichs on Monday, December 14. Services
grown in the last decade to not only include vocal  were held at Eden on Thursday, Dec.

music ensembles, but classes in creative writing, 17. We extend our sympathy to Wil-

drama, instrumental music, art, yoga and gardeasng lie’s wife Maxine and all of Willie’s

well. extended family.

The Sing-Along of classic choral favorites will &4 Betty Crabb (83) passed away at Presby-
p.m. at Yardley Hall in the Carlsen Center at Johns terian Manor in Lawrence on Monday,
County Community College. You are invited to work Dec. 21. Services were held at Eden on
with these accomplished conductors in an afternoon Wednesday, Dec. 23. We extend our sym-
workshop from 1-3 p.m. and the 4 p.m. Sing-Along pathy to her husband Harry, her son Paul,
concert accompanied by the Kansas City Civic Or- his family, and all of Betty's extended
chestraOr you can simply come to the concert to family.

experience the joy of participating in a mass chora

event. Merlin Kaufman (81) passed away on

Thursday, December 25. Services were
Tickets are $15 (students), $40 (adults) and $60 held at Eden on Monday, December 28.
(premium tickets—first tier seats) and may be pur-  We extend our sympathy to his wife Ver-

chased individually through the Carlsen Center lene and all of Merlin’s extended family.
(913.469.4445) or as a group through Arts in Prison
(913.403.0229) or www.kcsingalong.org. Edwin R. Stucky (92) passed away on

Thursday, December 25. Services were
held at Eden on Tuesday, December 29.
We extend our sympathy to his wife
“The only limit to our realization of tomorrow wibie Doris, children, Mark, Pat and Barb, their

our doubts of today.” Franklin Roosevelt families, and all of Ed’s extended family.




A heartfelt thanks, especially to Hopefield and fiede
church congregations, and Memorial Home family
along with the many wonderful, loving and caring
people in the Moundridge area who gave thoughts,
wishes, flowers, prayers, visits, tears, and lagight
with friendship and love. Her family is so gratefuld
appreciative for all If you. Laura had a lot of éoin
her life, and her family feels blessed to have tseen
part of it. Her smile and laughter will be greatly
missed by many. Thanks to all.

Phil Stucky and family

Thank you very much for your continued support of
AMBS and all of the students and staff here. Your
support of the annual fund for the seminary enables
AMBS to offer affordable seminary education and
training that strengthens the whole church. Asra cu
rent student here, | am especially appreciativgoof
care for the broader church.

Kathy Nofziger Yeakey

Many thanks to all who sent cards, telephone calls
and visits during my stay in the hospital. Evemythi
was much appreciated.

Helen R. Goering

| want to thank the pastors and all the Eden cajggre
tion. The prayers, visits and all other acts oflkiess
during this last procedure were greatly apprecidted
finally may eventually be able to live a more nokma
life. God bless you all.

Sylvia Vogt

The family of Edna Stucky would like to express our
appreciation for the many acts of kindness after

mom'’s passing. Thank you to all who generously pro-

vided food and other items, prayers, calls, cards,
flowers and also for all who gave of their time to
make the funeral service a special memory for fiamil
and friends. God bless you!

Thank you all for your prayers, cards and well wish
as we welcomed Lennon into our family. Thank you
as well for your kind gift of the piggy bank. Weea
so grateful for such a supportive church family.
Blessings,
Nathan, Shelby, Reid and Lennon Graber

Thank you for the prayers, cards, and well wisloes f
our parents, Doris and Ed Stucky. We really agprec
ate the concern of the Eden church family as ot pa
ents deal with a very difficult transition time.

Mark & Gail Stucky

Pat & Bruce Stucky

Barb & Doug Ewy

Thank you for the many cards, baked goods, and othe
forms of Christmas greetings shared with us duttireg
Advent and Christmas season. We appreciate your
support. May God bless you and your family through-
out the coming year.

Pastors Dave, Mike and Gail and the churct sta

“I slept in my own bed for the first time in 10 ysh
They put me in a (new) window. | feel like Cindéael
Thank God that these Mennonites came to my rescue
These comments are from 80-year-old Rita Si-
moneaux. Every donation impacts lives like Miss
Rita’s. With your help MDS volunteers responded in
over 26 locations this year performing cleanup and
rebuilding and providing new hope. | can't thinkaof
better way to celebrate the birth of the Christi€this
season. We thank you; Miss Rita thanks you toohWit
a grateful heart.

Kevin King
MDS Executive Director

We choose not to print the addresses of our mem-
bers online. If you are looking for the address of

one of our members please contact the Eden Church
Office 620-345-8320.



Bible Quiz

In Revelation 22:16, Jesus says: “It is |, Jesum) gent
my angel to you with this testimony for the churghe
am the root and the descendant of he ,t
bright and morning star.” Choose the correct name
from the list below.

A. lIsaac

B. Jacob

C. David

D. Solomon

D lamsuy
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Vonn Durst

Lia-Jing Groves (Jan & Anne)
Dale Knoll

Lori Vontz

Emily Regier

Sam Goering

Wanda Knight

Dorothy Krehbiel

Josh Regier

Sondra Tolle

Sandy Arnold

Judy Goering

Steven L. Goering

Joseph Krehbiel

Mason Krehbiel

Ashley Krehbiel

Joyce Stucky

Meroe Graber

Denise Stucky

Camden Stewart (Kimberley Kaschke)
Kenneth Preheim

Lisa Schrag

Penny Graber

Melvern Goering

Elaine Krehbiel

Reuben Krehbiel

Emily Perkins (Greg & Kathy)
Nicholas Anderson (Neal & Cindy)
Harold Kaufman

Brenda Schrag

Doris Stucky

Jacob Schrag, Jr.

Don R. Gehring

Paula Goering

Ellen Durst (Ryan & Michelle)
Brieanna Zerger (Greg & Jackie)
Lisa Hochstetler

Marie Kaufman

Gene and Germaine Bird

Murray & Melody Stucky

Jan Craig Goering & Abigail Hubbard
Eugene & Carolyn Goering

Kevin & Sandi Schrag

Rob & Lori Parsons

Bruce & Kelly Schrag

O-
14-
23-
24-

If there has been an omission or mistaken datesplea

e

20- Wendell Kaufman
Harold Schrag
21- Kenneth Schrag
Nancy Krehbiel
22- Elle Goering (Theron & Jennifer)
Larry Kaufman
Joel Krehbiel
Perry Krehbiel
Jacob Westfall
23- Cheri Kaufman
Darrell Schrag
Glenn Waltner
24- Bradley Goering
Kendra Goering ( Randy & Annette)
MaKayla Stucky (Kevin & Gayle)
25- Mary Albrecht
Benjamin Schrag (Steve & Maggie)
Troy Stucky
26- Bill Juhnke, Jr.
Tim Schrag
27- Mary Graber (Mrs. Harvey)
James Griffin
Bryce Krehbiel
Tori Starks
Sonya Wedel
28- Don Knoll
Kelly Thomas
Katy Schrag
Larry Temple
29- DelLonna Barnett
Cindy Goering
Sheryl Plenert
Linda Graber
30- Jeileen Cruz (Ron & Juanita Goering)
Juanita Graber
Lexus Stewart (Kimberley Kaschke)
31- Dorothy Goering
Hayley Koontz (Stephen & Sandra)

Larry & Carol Goering
Terry & Colleen Schrag
Randall & Marilyn Schrag
Gerald & Dorothy Krehbiel

notify the church office.
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Mary Martha all day meeting with covered dish lunch

6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

benefit meal served by Christian Ed.
Eden Youth Choir

Bible Study for all ages

Ladies Choir

Chancel Choir

Men’s Chorus

Noon meal followed by congregational/anmeask busi
meeting

6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

benefit meal served by Cornerstorss SS Cla
Eden Youth Choir

Bible Study for all ages

Ladies Choir

Chancel Choir

Men’s Chorus

5-8:00 p.m. Circle of Patience to MCC Center
C.E. movie night (tentative)

3:30 p.m.

Circle of Peace goes to WDC Resauyce Lib

Eden Church Office Closed for Martin Luther Béayg, J

6:30 p.m.

Evangelism & Outreach Committeehomigh at ¢

P.O. Box 406
Moundridge, KS 67107

Address Services Requested

6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.

benefit meal served by Cornerstorss SS Cla
Eden Youth Choir

Bible Study for all ages

Chancel Choir

Men’s Chorus

benefit meal served by EYF

Eden Youth Choir

Bible Study for all ages

Chancel Choir

Men’s Chorus

benefit meal served by CLAY SS Class
Eden Youth Choir

Bible Study for all ages

Chancel Choir

Men’s Chorus

Eden provide Memorial Home Worship Servi

Chancel Choir to Ellsworth Correctional Facility



