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Have you made any New Year’s Resolutions? How are they going so far? Have any of 

your resolutions had to do with reading the Bible more, especially since we are in the Year of the Bible at Eden? 

 

Making resolutions to read the Bible more is very common among Christians. In this age, many people take advantage 

of online apps like YouVersion and Bible Gateway to find and use reading plans. In 2014, Bible Gateway noticed that 

January 1 received the highest number of people starting “Bible in a Year” reading plans, presumably because they had 

made a New Year’s resolution. The website noticed that by the end of February, all the reading plan activity had 

dropped by 30% and by May it had dropped by 50%.  

 

This could be disheartening news to those of you who have made resolutions to read more. It could also just be a reali-

ty check highlighting that reading the Bible in a year is really hard. Well, if you have made a New Year’s resolution to 

read the Bible more, or are just thinking about it, take heart. One of the great things about Year of the Bible is that you 

are not reading the Bible by yourself via an online app. You are reading the Bible with your faith community. That can 

be a wonderful encourager, accountability system, and motivator to keep going. 

 

Yet I keep talking with many people who have “fallen behind.” I can understand the frustration this brings when you 

had such high aspirations to really keep with it and see it to the end. But life happens and it can become difficult to 

complete all the tasks you have set for yourself. I admit that since being sick through the holidays, I, too am behind 

where I wanted to be in my reading. It is at this point that I want to give a warning. I would hope that we don’t get to a 

place in which our Bible reading feels like just another task that needs to be completed. The point of reading the Bible 

is for us to open ourselves to the revealing of wonderful things about God, creation, and the amazing plan to wipe 

away sin and death and reclaim Earth as God’s kingdom for all time. 

 

When we go to the Bible, we should be at a place of openness and reception, ready to absorb whatever God has for us 

in that reading, through the Holy Spirit. It may be a word of grace, a word of forgiveness, or a word of challenge. We 

should not go to it simply because we feel we have to. If we read through the whole Bible just to say we did it, we will 

miss out on the entire point of the Bible: genuine encounter with God. It would be like taking a cross-country trip with-

out ever stopping to take in the Grand Canyon or dip your toes in the mighty Mississippi. 

 

So if you have made any kind of resolution to read the Bible more, Amen! I hope it goes well for you and I hope most 

of all that you receive the wonderful gift of God’s presence as you read. If you have fallen behind, take heart! You 

may choose to catch up or just to skip ahead to where we are on the reading plan. Either way, know that you have 

come so far already and still have a lot more to experience.  
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Invitation to Share 

 

     The “invitation to share” project 

for the month of January is new flat 

twin sheets.  

  The “invitation to share” project 

for the month of February is new bath and hand towels 

(medium weight, dark or bright colored). 

    If you want to support this project financially 

you may write a check to Eden with “invitation to share” 

in the memo line. Please mail checks to the church of-

fice, P.O. Box 406, Moundridge, KS 67107. 

Eden Leadership Team 

By JoLene Kaufman  
 

The ELT met Saturday, December 13, 2014 

at the Eden Church Office at 9:00 a.m. 

 

The candle was lit to show God's pres-

ence.  Jeff looked back over the last two years.  We’ve 

made some significant changes, broken down walls, 

grew in understanding how things work.  Are we mak-

ing progress from a congregational standpoint? 

 

Jay - Is working on report to fit new structures Commis-

sions, Auxiliaries and contributions.  The two endow-

ments, (Student Grant and Eden) have never been rec-

orded.  The Eden endowment has a balance of 

$116,775.02.  They are planning to take 5% each year 

for the Student Grant.  The interest earned is around 

12%. 

 

The discussion of delegates for the upcoming confer-

ence in Kansas City was discussed,  If we want people 

to go to conference and represent Eden then we ought to 

be able to finance more of their registration.  A motion 

was made to offer each delegate $500.00 taken from 

Deacon fund.  It was seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

Peace/Witness - Peace Sunday is April 12.  Erica Little-

wolf will be the speaker.  She is based in Albuquerque 

and works for MCC. 

 

Deacons - The church record report has gotten a good 

response.  No negatives were heard.  There  are some 

issues that the ELT will have to decide. 

 

The ELT will be having a retreat with the outgoing and 

incoming commission and ELT members on January 13 

at the church. 

 

Meeting adjourned. 

 

 

Congregational Meeting Minutes 

 

The Eden Congregation meeting was held on Sunday, 

December 14, 2014 after a meal served by the FEWZ 

youth group. 

 

The meeting was opened by Jeff Snyder, Moderator. 

 

Pastor Lee Suderman opened with prayer. 

 

The ballot was presented and no questions were 

asked.  Jeff asked for a show of hands to affirm the bal-

lot.  Motion carried. 

Kathy Neufeld of the Stewardship Commission presented 

the budget.  A question was asked why the interim pas-

tor’s salary is larger than Pastor Derek’s. They go by MC 

USA guidelines and Pastor Lee has 30 years experience 

and Pastor Derek has 2 years.  A motion was made to ap-

prove the budget.  It was seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

The number of report books to be printed was dis-

cussed.  It was decided to print approximately 50 paper 

copies.  It will also be available on PDF on the website. 

 

It was requested that a list of all commission members and 

ELT members be put on bulletin board so that congrega-

tion can access it. 

 

Meeting adjourned. 
JoLene Kaufman, secretary 

 A Touch of Love Awakens a Taste of Hope     

 

 Everyone is invited to the 2015 Mennonite Disas-

ter Service All-Unit Meeting, “A Touch Of Love Awak-

ens A Taste Of Hope”, Feb 13 & 14, 2015 in Hartville, 

Ohio.   The All-Unit meeting is a wonderful place to con-

nect with volunteers you have worked with on projects, 

hear stories from homeowners for whom MDS built a 

house, and also hear from staff and long-term volunteers 

about where MDS has taken them in the past year. For 

registration go to  www.mds.mennonite.net, Or contact 

Region 3 Directors: Al Kroeker – cell -  620-960-3707; 

Jan Kroeker – cell – 620-585-2234 

http://www.mds.mennonite.net
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 Church Records Update 

     The Deacon Commission would like to thank everyone 

who responded to the recent church records update.  Ma-

terials were distributed to around 500 households in the 

2014 church directory for which the church has con-

tact information with 50% of response forms re-

turned.  Information received included updated contact 

information and membership status.  Many respondents 

reported no change.  Some have requested membership 

and this process will be discerned by the deacons and the 

pastoral staff.  Persons who have requested to change 

from full to associate membership or terminate member-

ship are listed as follows:   

 

Changed from full to Associate Membership: 

Lawrence G. Goering 

Vaughn Juhnke 

Ron & Renetta Stucky 

DeLonna (Kaufman) Lehman 

Arielle Zerger 

Mark G. Goering 

Megan (Goering) Waltner 

Valeda (Auxier) Krehbiel 

Germaine (Goering) Bird 

Nicole (Barnett) Moddelmog 

Katrina Zerger 

Seth Goering 

Patty J. (Goering) Clark 

Michael J. Krehbiel 

Sharon (Stucky) McCown 

Patrick Goering 

Dana Tolle 

Merlyn & Janice (Goering) Johnson 

Laurie Thiesen 

Beth (Thiesen) Odell 

Roberta (Stucky) Ollenburger 

Marilyn Kaufman 

Mary Ellen (Miller) Stucky 

Donald D. Waltner 

James and Teresa (Flickinger) Neufeld 

Eugene C. Goering 

Julia Waltner 

Stewart Gehring 

Harvey John Stucky II 

Duane and Carol (Graham) Stucky 

Steven M. Schrag 

Sara (Tolle) Hocking 

Jared W. Gillmore 

Kristeen Goering 

Mark and Tindy (Boltz) Graber 

Wayne and Marlene (Dyck) Waltner 

Annette Krehbiel 

Carol Lichti 

Mary (Nachtigall) Graber 

Those who withdrew membership at Eden include: 

Orville J. Goering 

Craig Ewy 

Jon & Lisa (Hiebert) Hochstetler 

Ezel Lever 

Kevin B. Schrag 

Randall E. Schrag 

Sonya Wedel 

Booke Wedel 

Brad & Juli (Reirson) Wedel 

Cara (Channel) Craig 

Wayne K. Vogt 

Mike and Marlene (Harder) Bogard 

Marilyn F. Stucky 

Glenn Laverne Waltner 

Mary Cross 

Jeffery Wedel 

Franklyn Wedel 
 

   Update from Eden Leadership Team 

 

   The Eden Leadership Team (ELT) met with Dorothy 

Nickel Friesen to evaluate our first year of the new 

structure at Eden.  We evaluated whether the commis-

sions  and ELT accomplished what they set out to 

do.  The commissions are to look over their job de-

scriptions and make changes to bring to the ELT retreat 

with Dorothy on Jan. 31, 2015  from 8:00-10:00 a.m. 

We will be bringing  questions to the congregation for 

accountability. We want to end up with a structure to 

get congregations approval. There will be a congrega-

tion meeting in February with an open discussion to get 

input as to what the congregation sees as the future of 

Eden. 

Actions speak loudly 

 

     Do not waste time bothering whether you “love” 

your neighbor; act as if you did. As soon as we do 

this, we find one of the great secrets. When you are 

behaving as if you loved someone, you will present-

ly come to love him. 

  ~C. S. Lewis, Mere  Christianity 
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 A big thank you to all for the birthday cards and well-

wishes. Your caring and thoughtfulness is very much ap-

preciated and will always be remembered. Thanks again 

and blessings to you. 

Alfred Stucky 

 

Dear Eden Family, 

   We appreciate the many ways you have remembered us 

in the past weeks,  We thank you for your prayers, your 

visits, also your cards, and letters. We are becoming ac-

climated to a smaller living space.  We are meeting new 

people and renewing old friendships.  May God bless you 

all.  Elizabeth and Vic Goering 

 

     Greetings from Camp Mennoscah! We want to send 

our thanks to our many volunteers who blessed us with 

the gift of giving when they volunteered their time during 

busy summer schedules to help at camp. A great camp 

environment made up of God and community was created 

for 537 campers for the summer of 2014. A wonderful 

time was had by all. Camp would not be possible without 

the support of our fantastic volunteers. We love our camp 

volunteers! 

 Below is a list of cheery, hard-working folks from your 

congregation who volunteered at Camp Mennoscah dur-

ing the 2014 summer. Some of these generous people 

gave a few days. Some gave weeks of their summer. We 

are grateful to these folks and the many others from your 

congregation who have donated time, skills, and money 

to Camp Mennoscah but are not listed here. Those who 

volunteered were: Marla Gillmore, Rachel Knight, Eliza-

beth Schrag, Kristen Schrag, Leslie Schrag, Mary Schrag, 

Robin Schrag, Miranda Snyder, Tiffany Stucky, and Son-

dra Tolle. 

 May you and your congregation find your way back to 

Camp Mennoscah soon. We send you prayers for health, 

fun, and great camp memories. 

With peace, 

The Camp Mennoscah Staff 

 

Thank you for your generous contribution to PET Kansas. 

Each gift helps us give the Gift of Mobility to the millions 

in the world in need of our special wheelchair. Every dol-

lar raised gives the Gift of Hope for those who can’t 

walk. With help from Health and Mobility Charities, PET 

wheelchairs have been sent to more than 100 countries 

around the world. 

 Again, thank you so much for your support to this min-

istry of caring. 

Christine Goering 

 

 

  Thank you for your contribution to Mennonite Disaster 

Service (MDS). Our volunteers repair houses following a 

disaster, but not only the houses have been affected by the 

disaster.  

 “Last week we heard how excited Ms. Candice’s son 

had been when he reported to his mom, “See how they 

fixed the porch!” After our repairs, there was no longer a 

gaping space between the landing and the stairs. This 

seems like an insignificant thing for an eight-year-old to 

take note of, but, it speaks of the bigger burdens that this 

young fellow is carrying. As Ms. Candice said, “He 

should be thinking about little boy things!” (from the 

MDS Project Report from Pensacola, 11-14-14) 

 Your gifts show us that you understand the hardships 

many suffer after disaster, and that you are standing 

alongside to help the next child and his family exclaim, 

“See they fixed it!” 

 Thank you for your gifts that offer hope for tomorrow. 

Kevin King 

Executive Director 
 

Thank you to each one of you who supported our Ten 

Thousand Village Festival Sale in Newton.  Because of 

your support we sold $11,590.00 worth of merchandise, 

which will go to help Third World Artisans make a liv-

ing, educate their children, and provide income to create 

more handcrafted items.  We were so encouraged by your 

participation that we are looking forward to a similar sale 

next fall.  Watch for future dates!  Thank you, The Plan-

ning Committee:  Dianne Epp,  Marlene Ewert, Marvin 

Holck, Andrea Unzicker, Jim & Janet Zook  

 

Thank you for the ways you enrich Bethel College—the 

students you send, your thoughts, prayers, and financial 

support. Your gift helps each student in some capacity. 

We continue to celebrate Bethel students - their eagerness 

to learn, their enthusiasm that greets the world, and the 

knowledge and leadership that they will provide for gener-

ations to come. It is because of your dedication and con-

tinued support that Bethel College can succeed. 

Bethel College 

 

Thank you for your gift to Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical 

Seminary! This has been an incredibly exciting year for 

the AMBS community. I am so grateful for the vibrant 

spiritual and community life the seminary is experiencing 

this year. And I am grateful for the prayers and financial 

support of church members, alumni, and friends of 

AMBS, who make our learning community possible. May 

God continue to bless our partnership in preparing leaders 

for God’s reconciling mission in the world! 

Janeen Bertsche Johnson 

Campus Pastor and Alumni Coordinator 

 
    More on next page 
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Greetings from Camp Mennoscah! 

On behalf of the Camp Mennoscah Board of Directors 

and the Camp Mennoscah staff, I would like to thank 

you for your donation to Camp Mennoscah. Your gift 

will be used to continue our mission to provide a retreat 

for people of all ages. Your willingness to share in our 

work through your giving is greatly appreciated. 

With peace and prayers, 

Olivia Bartel, camp director 

 

     We are so proud of our Circle Leaders and their Al-

lies as they make accomplishments along the way to 

reaching their goals and building resources. Since our 

beginning in 2010, 14 of our Circle Leaders (with a 

total of 25 children) have left poverty. With this, they 

have had an average earned income gain of 217% and 

an estimates Annual ROI of $852,720. 

     Thank you for your continuing support. 

Brenda Sales 

We extend our sympathy to Jill and Dick Zerger with 

the death of Jill’s father Calvin J. Preheim in South 

Dakota. 

 

We also extend our sympathy to Wayne and Danielle 

Goering with the death of Wayne’s mother, Hilda 

Goering.  

 Hats off to Darrell  Schrag   

 

Many times no thought is 

given to how our church building 

looks, (unless it’s not just the way we 

like it). Since 2005 Darrell Schrag with 

the help of his family has been making 

sure the building is presentable for all events held at 

the church.  

      This is a job that takes many hours, and those 

hours aren’t the usual 8:00-500. He faithfully unlocked 

the church each morning, locked it each evening and 

did his best to make sure it was comfortable. When 

there were extra events such as funerals, weddings, 

holiday events, Darrell made sure things were ready 

and cleaned up afterward. When weddings were held 

on Saturday evenings it wasn’t unusual to find Darrell 

cleaning very late into the night, (on occasion there 

were even times when the cleaning continued into the 

early hours of the morning) so it would be ready for 

Sunday morning services.  

     Thank you Darrell for a job well done!! 

     As of January 1, the cleaning responsibility has 

been picked up by Kevin and Keith Goering.  

To forgive is to love 

 

     “We must develop and maintain the capacity to for-

give. He who is devoid of the power to forgive is de-

void of the power to love. There is some good in the 

worst of us and some evil in the best of us. When we 

discover this, we are less prone to hate our enemies.” 

   ~Martin Luther King, Jr. 

9 “verses” that aren’t in the Bible 
 

     Several popular sayings can put biblical 

literacy to the test. For example, the 

phrases below aren’t in Scripture—

although some come pretty close: 

 “Money is the root of evil.” (According to 1 Timo-

thy 6:10, “the love of money is a root of all kinds 

of evil.”) 

 “Cleanliness is next to godliness.” (The closes 

teaching to this might be in James 4:8) 

 “God helps those who help themselves.” (This 

proverb originated in ancient Greece, not in Scrip-

ture.) 

 “God moves in mysterious ways.” (A verse kind of 

like this is Isaiah 55:8.) 

 “Spare the rod, spoil the child.” (British poet Sam-

uel Butler coined this phrase, which could be a par-

aphrase of Proverbs 13:24.) 

 “This too, shall pass.” (This occurs nowhere in the 

Bible but has been linked, incorrectly, to King Sol-

omon.) 

 “Love the sinner, hate the sin.” (St. Augustine orig-

inally came up with a version of this phrase.) 

 “Charity begins at home.” (British theologian John 

Wycliffe is credited with this saying.) 

 “God will never give you more than you can 

bear.” (This seems to be a misinterpretation of 1 

Corinthians 10:13.) 
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If there has been an omission or mistaken 

date please contact the church office. 

January Birthdays 

  1- Lia-Jing Groves (Jan & Anne) 

 Lori Vontz 

  2- Emily Regier 

  4- Sam Goering 

 Wanda Knight 

  5- Dorothy Krehbiel 

 Josh Regier  

 Sondra Tolle 

  6- Sandy Arnold 

 Judy Goering 

 Steven L. Goering 

  7- Joseph Krehbiel  

 Mason Krehbiel 

  8- Ashley Stucky 

 Joyce Stucky 

  9- Meroe Graber 

 Denise Stucky 

 Camden Stewart (Kimberley Kaschke) 

10- Kenneth Preheim 

 Lisa Schrag  

11- Penny Graber 

12- Elaine Krehbiel 

 Emily Perkins (Greg & Kathy) 

13- Nicholas Anderson (Neal & Cindy) 

 Harold Kaufman 

14- Brenda Schrag 

 Doris Stucky 

15- Jacob Schrag, Jr. 

16- Don R. Gehring 

17- Paula Goering 

20- Wendell Kaufman 

 Harold Schrag 

21- Kenneth Schrag 

22- Elle Goering (Theron & Jennifer) 

 Larry Kaufman 

 Joel Krehbiel  

 Perry Krehbiel 

 Jacob Westfall 

23- Cheri Kaufman 

 Darrell Schrag 

24- Brad Goering  

 MaKayla Stucky (Kevin & Gayle) 

25- Mary Albrecht 

 Benjamin Schrag (Steve & Maggie) 

 Troy Stucky 

26- Bill Juhnke, Jr. 

 Tim Schrag  

27- Mary Graber (Mrs. Harvey) 

 James Griffin 

 Bryce Krehbiel 

 Tori Starks 

28- Kelly Thomas 

 Katy Schrag 

 Larry Temple 

29- DeLonna Barnett 

 Sheryl Plenert 

 Linda Graber 

30- Jeileen Cruz (Ron & Juanita Goering) 

 Juanita Graber 

 Becky King  

 Lexus Stewart (Kimberley Kaschke) 

31- Dorothy Goering 

 Derek King 

 Hayley Koontz (Stephen & Sandra) 

February Birthdays 

  1- Lisa Goering (Mrs. Glen) 

 Lloyd Goering 

  3- Tatum Garcia (Kayla) 

  4- Mary Beth Goering 

 Melanie Krehbiel 

  5- Jim Graber 

 Rachel Knight  

 Maggie Cutright 

 Michelle Schrag  

  6- Hope Stucky (Morris & Diana) 

 Jackie Zerger   

  7- Stephen Koontz 

  8- Robin Gehring 

  9- Bonnie Kaufman 

 Michael J. Krehbiel 

 Ian Smith 

 Ian Waltner (Michael & Amanda) 

10- Terry Schrag 

11- E. Fred Goering 

 Savannah Starks (Chris & Tori) 

 Don Waltner 

12- Patrick Goering 

 Harlan Stucky 

13- Edith Flickinger 

 Terence Goering 

 Calen Klassen (Scott Klassen) 

 Jay Krehbiel 

 Julia Mathison 

 Gordon Schrag 

 Betty J. Stucky 

14- Jace Dalke (Justin & Krystle) 

 Justin Schrag  

 Pamela Webb 

15- Cathy Fiedler 

 Kori Roberson (Steve & Robyn) 

 Maynard Stucky 

16- Keith Goering 

17- Noah Schrag (Steve and Maggie) 

 Dillon Schrag  

 Lanny Stucky 

18- Jerold Neufeld 

19- Jerri Kaufman 

 Victoria Mandeen (Pam) 

20- Jared Brite 

 Jay Goering 

 Kris Waltner 

21- Jim Haag 

 Linda Schrag 

22- Dee Juhnke 

 Lynelle Stucky 

 Ella Wyssmann (T.J. & Annie) 

23- Erma L. Goering 

24- Preslie Doane (Heath & Samantha) 

 Bret Preheim 

 Pam Schrag 

 Joy Thiessen 

25- Keith Albrecht 

 Brad Cutting 

 Carina Knight  

26- Diane Knight 

 Dustin Krehbiel  

 Maegen Stucky 

27- Vance Unrau 

28- Lorene Goering  

1- Gene and Germaine Bird 

  Murray & Melody Stucky 

3-  Jan Craig Goering & Abigail Hubbard 

  Eugene & Carolyn Goering 

5-  Rob & Lori Parsons 

 Bruce & Kelly Schrag 

9- Larry & Carol Goering 

14- Terry & Colleen Schrag 

21- Brandon & Morgan Kaufman 

January Anniversaries 

February Anniversaries 

  1- Blair & Kelly Goering 

  5- Wayne & Danielle Goering 

 James & Terri Neufeld 

  6- Warren & Jerri Kaufman 

14- Ron & Kelly Thomas 

 Frank & Susan Wedel 

18- Jerry & Linda Schrag 

21- Jeff & Becky Koller 

22- Elwood & Maxine Stucky 



Up-Coming Events 

P.O. Box 406 

Moundridge, KS 67107 

 

Address Services Requested 

January 

Jan 1: New Year’s Day—Church office closed 

Jan 2: Church office closed 

Jan 5: 8:00 p.m. Christian Education/Discipleship Commission mtg. 

Jan 6: Epiphany 

 Mary Martha all day meeting at church 

Jan 7: 6:00 p.m. FEWZ meets at Eden 

 6:00 p.m. Fellowship meal  

 6:45 Service Project (putting together Infant Kits) 

 7:30 p.m. Ladies Chorus 

 8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

 8:45 p.m. Men’s Chorus 

Jan 8: 6:45 p.m. Deacon Commission mtg. at church office 

Jan 12: 7:00 p.m. Worship Commission mtg. at church office 

Jan 13: 7:00 p.m. Eden Leadership Team meets at Eden 

Jan 14: FEWZ meets at Eden 6:00 p.m. 

 6:45 Bible Study 

 7:30 p.m. Ladies Chorus 

 8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

 8:45 p.m. Men’s Chorus 

Jan 15: All end of year reports due in the church office by noon 
Jan 16-22: Pastor Derek out of the office 

Jan 19: Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

Jan 21/28: 6:00 p.m. FEWZ @ Eden 

 6:45 Bible Study 

 7:30 p.m. Ladies Chorus 

 8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

 8:45 p.m. Men’s Chorus 

Jan 31: 8:00 a.m. ELT, Commissions, SCRT & Gift Discernment mtg. 

February 

Feb 1: FEWZ Superbowl  party 

Feb 2: 7:00 p.m. Education/Discipleship Commission mtg. 

Feb 3: Noon—Mary Martha mtg. and program 

Feb 4: 6:00 p.m. FEWZ meets @ First Mennonite 

 6:45 Service Project 

 7:30 p.m. Ladies Chorus 

 8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

 8:45 p.m. Men’s Chorus 

Feb 7: FEWZ serves evening meal at Soup Kitchen in 

 Hutchinson 

 6:00 p.m. Agri-Urban Supper at Eden 

Feb 8: Noon FEWZ fundraiser meal at First Mennonite 

Feb 11: 6:00 p.m. FEWZ meets at First Mennonite 

 6:45 Bible Study 

 7:30 p.m. Ladies Chorus 

 8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

 8:45 p.m. Men’s Chorus 

Feb 12:  7:00 p.m. ELT mtg. at church 

Feb 15: Congregational meeting (watch bulletin for details) 

Feb 18: 7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service 

Feb 25: 6:45 Bible Study 

 7:30 p.m. Ladies Chorus 

 8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

 8:45 p.m. Men’s Chorus 

Feb 20-28: Pastor Derek on vacation 


