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 I seem to remember that the preparations and decorations for Christ-

mas typically began after Thanksgiving. So either my memory is wrong, or 

things have changed and now Christmas decorations go up as early as No-

vember 1. I can’t say this is a major problem for me. I do love Advent and 

Christmas music, as well as the overall feeling of the season. So if begin-

ning Christmas preparations and decorations early means that it builds more 

anticipation for Christmas itself, and the meaning of Jesus’ coming, then 

I’m okay with it. 

So one of the questions that’s raised for me in this time of preparation is “What are we getting ready for? 

What are we waiting for?” The answer, obviously, is Jesus’ birth; the coming of the God of the universe in flesh and 

blood. We have this wonderfully miraculous picture in our minds: the pregnant Mary upon a donkey as Joseph leads 

them both to Bethlehem by starlight, arriving just in time for the birth of the child. They do not find any available ho-

tel rooms in the full town, so are forced to find shelter in a simple wooden stable. Mary gives birth to the baby Jesus 

with only cows and sheep as witnesses. Then the baby is laid in a wooden feeding bin filled with soft hay. It’s a beau-

tiful image of the miraculous nature of the birth of the Lord of all. But what if Jesus’ birth was a little more common-

place than the image that is burned into our hearts and minds? 

There has been speculation for some time now from scholars and archaeologists that the standard images of 

Jesus’ birth, especially in the United States, may not be the only options for how the birth occurred. In a fascinating 

essay titled “The Manger and the Inn” found on biblicalarchaeology.org, Dr. Kenneth Bailey goes through the ac-

count of Jesus’ birth from Luke 2, working with the original language to figure out what Luke reveals about the occa-

sion. As an expert of ancient Palestinian culture, Dr. Bailey has the advantage of being able to make educated as-

sumptions about what is not said in the text, to potentially paint a more accurate picture of that amazing night. 

I won’t go into all the detail that is covered in this essay, but I’ll try to share some of the main points here. 

The first thing to note is that the Greek word kataluma has been typically translated as “inn” yet it can mean several 

things. In fact, kataluma regularly refers to the guest room of first-century Palestinian homes in other ancient writ-

ings. Additionally, in the poor town of Bethlehem, there likely was not an inn. People traveling to Bethlehem would 

likely have found relatives to stay with, which is likely what Joseph and Mary would have done. “There was no 

room” makes it sound like a very inhospitable place, but for the people of a poor Palestinian town to refuse shelter for 

a pregnant woman is almost unthinkable. It would be much more consistent with the culture for the couple to have 

been received in someone’s home for as long as they were in Bethlehem. 

The second thing of note is the architecture of first-century homes in that region. Many homes were carved 

into rock or caves. The homes would have a door leading directly into a lower area for the animals, with steps leading 

up to a raised area which was the living area for the family. Poorer families would not have the means to build stables 

elsewhere in the town. Besides that, the animals would keep the home warm in cold weather and would be much safer 

from thieves by being kept in the home overnight. The mangers, or feeding troughs would be carved into the rock 

wall that divided the animal area from the living area. (See image on the next page.) So it is entirely possible that Je-

sus was born in a family’s home that included animals and a manger.  

Joseph and Mary were likely given shelter in someone’s home, in their main living area with them, because 

the guest room was already full. Mary gave birth like most women did at that time, surrounded by other village wom-

en who were there for support and assistance. Despite the origin of the baby itself, everything else about that night 

would have looked fairly ordinary. 

So why is this important? Why did I just play havoc with our beautiful image of the miraculous birth of Je-

sus? To be honest, I’m not sure exactly. Perhaps I just like to open us up to different ways of seeing the Bible. Or, 

perhaps I just like to be right, so I want to make sure the pictures in my mind are more accurate. Or maybe I just like  
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Eden Leadership Team 

By JoLene Kaufman 
 

     The Eden Leadership Team met Thurs-

day, November 19, 2015 at the church. 

Present were: Bret Gillmore, Dennis Wedel, 

Keith Albrecht, Perry Krehbiel, JoLene Kaufman, 

Pastor Lee Suderman, Mark Stucky, Kyle Neufeld, 

Bob Schrag, Jay Goering, Linda Goering, Bonita 

Howard and Pastor Derek King.  Absent were: Marcy 

Schrag and Brenda Dalke. 

     Bret called the meeting to order and lit the candle 

to show the Holy Spirit's presence. Bret led in prayer. 

The minutes were approved as printed. 

     Treasurer report - The revenue is approximately 

$41,500.00 under the expenses. There are 6 more of-

ferings before the end of the year. There are liquid 

funds of approximately $80,000.00 in bank account 

under the Stewardship Commission that are availa-

ble. The capital building fund is not available for cash  

the notion that the details surrounding Jesus’ birth were more commonplace, and more welcoming, than I 

had imagined.  

When it comes down to it, the details of Jesus’ birth are less important than the fact that He came. But if 

our pictures of the birth highlighted the commonplace, human aspect of the story, if the story highlighted the hos-

pitality of the common people in welcoming the family in need, would the Christian response to the refugee crisis 

be any different? What if Christians were reminded through the birth story of Jesus that His purpose was to relate 

to the experience of the common person, especially those crying out for justice, mercy, and hospitality? What if 

we were reminded that his coming became a literal proclamation of good news to the poor and freedom for the 

oppressed? If that was the focus of Jesus’ birth, would Christians be able to turn away common people who simp-

ly need a safe place to rest their weary heads? O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray. Cast out our sin 

and enter in, be born in us today! 

and also not the auxiliaries balances.  The contributions 

will all go to zero except for the Thanksgiving meal mon-

ey.  That was a grant from the endowment fund. If there 

is no meal next year then we will decide what to do with 

that money. It also could be used for an Associated Churches 

project. The Food Bank has a  

negative balance. Two payments were sent instead of one so 

that will balance out at the end of the year. 

     Education Commission -  Nothing to report. 

     Stewardship Commission - They met twice in November 

and came up with a budget proposal. The commission agreed 

the 6th mission payment will be made no matter what. They 

haven't decided what to do with excess funds in commissions. 

That will be decided after the end of the year. The Unified 

Budget suggests you keep reserve of 11/2 % about $65,000.00.  

     Worship Commission - They are pleased with the planning 

of services for Advent. They have themes and topics planned 

up to Easter. Twelve Scripture theme was excellent. A good 

model to possibly plan again. What would challenge the 

preachers to preach about next year? 

     Pastors Report -  Pastors Derek and Lee had a planning                                                                      
            More on next page → 
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      Christmas will soon be here. 

Ladies, start the holiday season 

with the Christmas tea on Decem-

ber 5, 2015 at 9:00 a.m. at the 

church. We will celebrate the 

Christmas season with good food, 

music by Just Friends, beautifully 

decorated tables, Christian fellowship, and an inspiring 

message by Kris Goertzen from Hutchinson.  Please 

RSVP by December 1 to the church office at 345-8320 

or (edenoffice@edenmennonite.org) or call Carla Shilts 

at 245-5716.  Guests are welcome.  Please RSVP if 

childcare is needed. If you are willing, to share your ta-

ble service and decorate a table for eight, please contact, 

Carla Shilts. 

       Christmas Eve Worship Service: 

Please join us for our Christmas Eve 

Worship Service, Thursday night, 

December 24, beginning at 7pm. We 

will be led in worship by children 

and adults through scripture and 

singing. Popcorn and hot drinks will be provided after 

worship. You are invited to bring cookies to share for the 

fellowship time as well. 

Continued from page 2 
 

day at Stutzman's cabin on visioning and brought those 

to commission to get feedback before bringing it to the 

ELT. Becky Clark got a call from a Ugandan Children's 

Choir to present a program in our area. It would require 

lodging for 10 singers and 4 sponsors. There are several 

dates to choose from. There has to be someone who is 

willing to do publicity, hosting and coordinating. They 

will do some more inquiring to see if someone is inter-

ested in taking on this project. They will check with the 

other churches. 

2016 Budget proposal - The Stewardship Commission 

handed out the proposal.  The total budget is 

$449,690.00.  The health insurance for the staff is show-

ing up differently as it is part of the salary instead of 

being listed separately. Should the deficit we have now 

have any bearing on a budget for next year that goes up 

by $5,000.00?  We do have liquid funds of $160,000.00 

- $170,000.00.  We haven't practiced using what we 

have efficiently. We need to explain that if we balance 

out these accounts then maybe the Central Treasurer 

report and the budget would balance and we also will 

have the amount that was budgeted and what was 

spent. If the congregation knows that the Commissions 

are ok with this, then they will more than likely approve 

it. The Peace/Witness has a balance of $12,016.02 

which will be used for Bob and Sondra Tolle next year 

($3,000.00) and the Benevolent fund which will carry a 

balance of $6,000.00.  The auxiliaries, FEWZ and Stu-

dent Grant will carry their own balances.  Linda moved 

and Mark seconded that the ELT approve the budg-

et with the addition of $1,000.00 added to Worship 

Commission budget to be $3,500.00.  Motion car-

ried.  We will make the budget available to the con-

gregation 1 week before the congregation meeting so 

they can study it before they vote on it. 

Deacon Commission -   They are continuing with the 

congregation care.  Are discerning how to move forward 

on the Rainbow proposal.  They are going to send forms 

to Full members who have not responded to the previ-

ous letter.  The job description was given to the 

ELT.  Linda moved and Mark seconded that we ap-

prove the Deacon Job Description with one small 

correction.  Motion carried. 

Peace/Witness Commission - Their purpose statement 

was handed out.  Perry moved and Jay seconded that 

we approve the Peace/Witness statement. 

     Gifts Discernment Committee - Their job descrip-

tion had not been looked at for a while.  We would like 

to see an encouragement of diversity of commission 

members in the roles that are being filled to go along 

with the family statement. Kyle will write up a new job 

description to present to the Committee and then to the 

congregation. 

     Extension of agreement for Pastor Lee - Jay 

moved and Dennis seconded that we extend Pastor  

Congregational Meeting to be held 

December 13th 

 
     Eden Leadership Team (ELT) will be 

calling a Congregational Meeting in the 

sanctuary for December 13th at 11:45 a.m. following the 

Sunday school hour.  The agenda for this meeting will be 

1. To approve the 2016 Church budget 2. Elect new ELT 

and Commission members, and 3. To adopt the current 

(trial) church structure.  Informational documents will be 

provided to the congregation on December 6. 

 Lee's term for another 6 months.  Motion car-

ried.  Exit is always agreeable if a new Pastor comes 

sooner. 

     ELT Church Structure Proposal -  should read as 

follows :  After 2 years of planning and testing, the 

ELT recommends to the Eden congregation that we 

adopt the current leadership structure. 

     The date for the congregation meeting will be Sun-

day, December 13 immediately after the Sunday 

School hour.  The ELT Church Structure Proposal, 

the budget and the ballot will be voted on or affirmed 

that day. 

JoLene Kaufman, Secretary     
 

Meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m.  The next meeting will 

be Thursday, December 17 at 7:00 at the 

church.  Bonita will have devotions. 

mailto:edenmc@mtelco.net
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Invitation to Share 

 

      

 

  

  

 The “invitation to share” project for the month 

of December is:  Comforters and blankets (60” x 80” or 

82” x 90”). Comforter specifications, NEW or nearly new 

material. Single/twin size preferred. Winter weight pre-

ferred. Please use quilt batting. Knotted with crochet cotton.  

If you want to support this project you may write a 

check to Eden with “invitation to share” in the memo 

line. Please mail checks to the church office, P.O. Box 

406, Moundridge, KS 67107. 

An annual report for Mennonite 

Central Committee has been 

placed in the church library. By 

looking at the report, you’ll see that our efforts to 

reach out to those whose lives are torn by the crises in 

Syria and Iraq has become MCC’s largest disaster re-

sponse ever. You’ll meet people such as Chhi Chhinh 

in Cambodia, who are gaining new skills to build a 

brighter future. 

     Want to know how many students participated in 

peace clubs through MCC or how many pounds of 

canned meat were distributed last year? It’s all in the 

report.  

     Want to keep in touch with the many ways MCC is 

helping around the world? Check out the stories on 

mcc.org or connect on facebook.com/

MennoniteCentralCommittee. The report is on the 

magazine shelf in the church library. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mennonite Central Committee Comforter Blitz 

 

     Mennonite Central Committee sends thousands and 

thousands of blankets and they prefer the homemade 

kind. At the annual Comforter Blitz in March, 2015, 

350 persons from 58 churches were able to complete 

204 comforters. The dates for the Blitz next year will 

be March 7, 8 and 9 and the location will again be 

Journey Mennonite in Yoder. Yes, 3 day is correct! It 

has been decided to try this for one year. To extend the 

work time to 3 days will require more comforter tops/

backs. MCC’s preferred is 60” by 80”. The backing 

should be four inches longer all the way around. 

Western District Conference receives award 
      

Congratulations to the Western District Conference 

End Death Penalty Task Force, which was honored as 

the Kansas Coalition Against the Death Penalty 

(KCADP) Champion Group of the Year!  The task 

force has worked to keep this issue before our congre-

gations and our legislative leaders, advocating for 

greater justice and more effective responses to crime 

and violence in our society.  Peter Goerzen accepted 

the award on behalf of the Task Force at the KCADP 

Abolition Conference and Champions for Change 

Dinner in Topeka, KS on November 7. Jeff Koller of 

Eden is also a part of this task force. Peter expressed 

thanks to all the WDC constituents and others who 

wrote letters to politicians encouraging them to elimi-

nate the death penalty in Kansas. 

More-involved givers 

 

     According to a “Future of  

Philanthropy” report conducted 

by the Monitor Group, the nature 

of giving is changing. Thanks to 

the influence of Millennials, born 

between 1980 and 1996, a new 

wave of philanthropists: 

 gives throughout their lives, 

 donates to local and global causes, 

 becomes highly engaged with the recipients of 

their gifts, 

 considers their gifts to be investment, 

 tries to assess the impact of their giving and 

 shares what they learn with others. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.designsponge.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/10/blankets.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.designsponge.com/2009/10/small-measures-with-ashley-heat-saving-suggestions.html&h=317&w=475&tbnid=6tIcLBjmku199M:&docid=1VhaGUkf
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 Dear Church Family, 

With a grateful heart we thank our church family and others 

for the prayers, visits, cards and calls during my hospital stay 

and recovery. Pastor Lee and Pastor Derek’s visits were also 

very much appreciated. Since 2005 has been a changing and 

challenging year for our family, many words of comfort were 

spoken. We thank God for his blessings and his faithfulness. 

Sincerely, 

Ellen Stucky and family 
 

It is with a deep sense of humbling that I offer a "Thank You" 

to you, the people of Eden Mennonite Church. During the 

month of October, which some have named "Pastor Apprecia-

tion Month" I received generous gifts and loving cards. I want 

to thank you all for your kind words, thoughts, and prayers. It 

has been an honor to serve and lead in your midst for almost 

two years. I look forward to ways in which we can, as a com-

munity, give thanks to and honor God in word and deed. 

Pastor Derek 
 

Thanks so much for your expressions of care and concern, 

your thoughts, prayers, food and visits during Jake’s surgery. 

A special thank you to Pastor Lee and Pastor Derek for their 

visits and prayers. We feel blessed to have the warmth and 

caring of our church family. 

Jake and Esther Schrag 
 

To all the Eden Church Kids, 

I want to thank you all for the AWESOME donation of 

$133.16. That was so kind of you all to think about the 

Moundridge Elementary School Library. I have ordered a 

bunch of good books for the library. I know the kids here at 

MES will love the books. 

May God bless you for your kindness, 

Ann Singleton, MES Library 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters at Eden, 

     I am currently completing my studies at AMBS. I am deep 

into a thesis-writing project, “Can the Bible Speak in a Chaot-

ic World: A test Case of John 14-17.” My study has con-

firmed in me the voice of God can be and is heard in the 

changing culture. You all are part of that project by proclaim-

ing the Word by supporting AMBS where we learn to under-

stand and open the Word of God for understanding. 

     Thank you for encouraging us with your generous gifts. 

We gratefully acknowledge our dependence on God’s gener-

osity through you to pursue our studies. May God richly bless 

all of you as you are more deeply formed by God’s Word.  

Naomi Wenger 
 

     “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

soul, mind, and strength and your neighbor as yourself.” 

This is Jesus’ answer to the challenging question “which is 

the greatest commandment?” Love for God, neighbor, and 

self requires the human capacities of intellect, emotion, vitali-

ty, and strength working in harmony. 

     With your gift to AMBS, you support our mission to edu-

cate followers of Jesus Christ to be leaders rooted in the pur-

poses of love with the fullness of their being. Thank you. 

Rebecca Slough  

Vice President and Academic Dean 
 

Greetings from Camp Mennoscah! Thank you so much for 

your gift! Our vision to create a sacred space for people of all  

 ages to renew themselves, their relationships, and their 

connection with God through Jesus Christ is realized only with 

your help. 

   On behalf of the Camp Mennoscah Board of Directors and 

the Camp Mennoscah staff, I would like to thank you for your 

donation to Camp Mennoscah. Your gift will be used to  

continue our mission to provide a retreat for people of all ages. 

Your willingness to share in our work through your giving is 

greatly appreciated. 

With peace and prayers, 

Olivia Bartel, Camp Director 
 

     Thank you for your generous contribution to PET Kansas. 

Your gift helps us give the Gift of Mobility to the millions in 

the world in need of our special wheelchair. Every dollar raised 

gives the Gift of Hope for those who cannot walk. With help 

from Health and Mobility Charities, PET wheelchairs have 

been sent to more than 100 Countries around the world. 

     Again, Thank you so much for your support to this ministry 

of caring. 

Christine Goering 
 

     Thank you for your contribution to Mennonite Disaster Ser-

vice. MDS is working in a desperate situation in Detroit, Mich-

igan, that will require a long-term effort with the assistance of 

many hands and generous contributions. 

     In August of 2014, storm and sewer systems failed to carry 

torrential rains away. Instead, floodwaters backed up into base-

ments. Some basements had inches of water—but others had 

several feet of standing water that damaged furnaces and other 

appliances. More than 128,000 people registered for assistance. 

     MDS volunteers are mucking out basements for those who 

do not have the resources to hire help, and cannot do the work 

themselves because they are elderly or physically unable. 

     Your gifts make it possible for homeowners to move on 

from the ordeal of disaster toward hope for tomorrow.  

     With much thanksgiving for your wonderful support!! 

Kevin King, Executive Director 
 

Dear Pastor Lee, 

     Thank you and the Eden Mennonite Church for your part in 

making the Swiss Mennonite Cultural and Historical Associa-

tion Annual Banquet a success. Your words to the group were  

well chosen, the Eden Ladies prepared an excellent meal and 

the Eden facilities were great. We thank Eden for helping us 

make this a successful event. 

     As an organization with roots to the Mennonite community 

and with the purpose of discovering and preserving the heritage 

that has shaped us, we depend on and are grateful to the groups 

and organizations that help us. Certainly Eden is one of those 

places that we have utilized and are dependent upon. We cer-

tainly thank you and the church for helping us in this effort. 

     Again we thank you and Eden and I ask that you convey our 

thanks to all those who had a part in making our event a suc-

cess. 

Lavern Stucky, President SMCHA 
 

Thank you very much for your recent gift to MCC! We contin-

ue to value your generosity to our mission. It is because of your 

support that our partners in Mexico can help Kids with physical 

or mental disabilities have access to quality education. Thanks 

for being an important part of our work around the world! 

All the best, 

Anna Yoder 
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If there has been an omission or mistaken 

date please notify the church office. 

  1- Karey French 

 Nick Graber 

 Roberta Ollenburger 

  2- Tony Schrag 

  3- Leland Goering 

 Polly Schrag 

 Angela Tipton 

  4- Alexis Westfall (Jacob & Tonya) 

  6- Bill Toews 

  7- Annie Toews 

  8- Virgil Goering  

 Calvin Preheim 

 Katelynn Stucky (Kevin & Gayle) 

 Teresa Stucky 

  9- Alison Schrag (Matt & Rashelle) 

10- Galen Waltner 

11- Deborah Koehn 

 Bryan Zerger 

12- Ethan Knight 

 Miriam Krehbiel 

 Norman Wedel 

13- Reese Gehring  

 Christine Goering 

 Tonya Westfall  

 Haley Schrag  

16- Makenna Hayes (Mike & Kelly) 

 Sarah Erb  

18- Becky Clark  

 Kurt Graber 

 Leda Kaufman 

 Jerry Stucky  

19- Seth Goering  

 Zaeta Knoll (Dan & Annette) 

 Ernest Krehbiel  

 Judy Krehbiel 

 Jacey Krehbiel  

 Kyle Schrag 

20- Christina Graber 

 Kollen Shirack (Ross & Christy) 

21- Victoria Stucky 

 Danny Zerger 

22- Emmi Schrag (David & Hillery Schrag) 

 Jason Neufeld  

23- Chelsey Knight (Chuck & Diane) 

24- Marla Gillmore 

 Ruth White 

25- Leonard Graber 

26- Charlene Epp 

 Ronald Stucky 

27- Annah Schrag (Matt & Rashelle) 

 Lauren Bonde 

28- Blair Goering 

 Annie Schrag 

 Judy Sebo 

29- Kim Cutting 

 Aaron Parsons (Rob & Lori)  

30- Dick Zerger 

31- Ronnie Schrag 

  3- Fred & Polly Schrag 

11- David & Margaret Goering 

16- Kirby & Christine Goering 

17-  Josh & Emily Regier 

18- Steve & Barbara Goering 

 Michael & Margaret Krehbiel 

19- Daniel & Janet Schrag 

 Kelly & Donna Stucky 

20- Homer & Dorothy Goering  

22- Mark B. & Sheila Goering 

 Robert D. & Katy Schrag 

26- Harvey & Mary Graber 

 Tim & Bethany Schrag 

28- Matt & Lindsey Begnoche 

29- Don & Bonnie Kaufman 

 Darrell & Bobbi Schrag 

30 Stephen & Sandra Koontz 

 DaWayne and Britney Stos 

 Emory & Naomi Wedel 



Up-Coming Events 

P.O. Box 406 

Moundridge, KS 67107 

 

Address Services Requested 

Dec 1: 2:30 p.m. Mary Martha Caroling at Pine Village 

Dec 2: 7:00 p.m. Men’s Chorus 

 FEWZ Youth Group meets 
Dec 5: 9:00 a.m. Christmas Tea in fellowship hall 

Dec 9: No Choir Rehearsal 

 FEWZ Youth Group meets 
Dec 13: 11:45 Congregational meeting following Sunday school 

 7:00 p.m. Mentor/Mentee Christmas Caroling party 
Dec 14: 7:00 p.m. Education/Discipleship Commission mtg. 

Dec 16: 7:00 p.m. Ladies Chorus 
 FEWZ Youth Group meets 

Dec 17: 7:00 p.m. Eden Leadership Team meets at Eden 

Dec 20: End of Sunday school hour, rehearsal for Christmas Eve Program 

Dec 23: 7:00 p.m. Rehearsal for Christmas Eve Program 

Dec 24: Eden Church Office Closed 

 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service 
Dec 25: Eden Church Office Closed 

Jan 6: Ugandan Boys Choir at Eden 


