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Does that title make you squirm? Has your heart rate increased, even just a little? 

Good, mine too. Pastors speaking about politics is a tricky notion. Some Christians think 

that pastors should make clear political statements to their congregations, possibly to the 

point of endorsing a particular candidate running for office. Others think that politics have 

no place in our churches, especially from the pulpit. I tend to disagree with both senti-

ments, so I will attempt a middle way.  

First of all, to endorse one particular candidate or even one political party or ide-

ology comes dangerously close to idolatry. Psalm 146 warns “Do not put your trust in 

princes, in human beings who cannot save.” It may be possible to endorse a candidate or party while still trusting God to 

save, but I fear it’s just too messy. The rhetoric of most parties and candidates is that they alone can save the country, the 

state, or the community from falling apart. I don’t believe one person or party truly can do everything they promise. I 

also believe that concern for the well-being of the country, state, and community is important, but that our primary citi-

zenship as Christians is in God’s Kingdom, which is as much a present reality as it is a future one.  

I firmly hold to the belief that the church’s task is to make American Christians less American and more Christian. This 

means that we, the church, should be spending more time and energy building up God’s kingdom of peace and love than 

building and defending the American kingdom. I may have a preference for a particular platform or candidate, but I re-

fuse to hold one up publicly as the ideal for a Christian vote. 

It may sound like I’m advocating for Christians to be apolitical, but that is not what the gospel of Jesus Christ reveals. 

The message that “Jesus is Lord” is a very political statement. Politics has to do with how a group of people organize 

themselves and govern daily life. This is exactly the focus of God’s good news for the world. God’s great salvation plan 

was set in motion with the commissioning of a people through whom the whole world would be blessed (Genesis 12). 

Jesus continued this mission in his birth, teaching, death, and resurrection. Believe it or not, Jesus did not ultimately 

come to enable souls to get to heaven. Rather, “The ultimate purpose of Jesus’ death was to create a transformed people” 

through whom the Kingdom of God is made known on earth as it is in heaven. Take note of  Revelation 1:5,6: “...To him 

who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Fa-

ther…” (emphasis added)  

Just as the original covenant ordered the life of the people of Israel, so the new covenant in Jesus’ blood creates 

an ordered people. Christianity is political: the way that God’s people are ordered and governed reveals the nature of 

God’s kingdom to the world. That Kingdom ordering sounds like this: Blessed are the poor...blessed are those who 

mourn...the first shall be last and the last shall be first...love your enemies...there is no longer Jew nor Greek, slave nor 

free, male and female... Out of that ordering, the church can speak to priorities that secular politics attempt to order and 

govern. The problem, as I see it, is that many have put a false “Christian” hierarchy on certain issues and priorities. The 

one that troubles me the most is  the elevation of the movement called “pro-life.” The problem, as I see it, is that we 

have allowed the movement, which has rightly defended the lives of the unborn, to maintain sole custody of the promo-

tion of life. Certainly abortion is a “sanctity of life” issue. But it is wrong of us to assume it is the only one. Black Lives 

Matter is a “sanctity of life” issue. So is Blue Lives Matter, endless warfare, the refugee crisis, hunger, poverty, climate 

change, education, gender inequality. The list goes on and on. If we Christians are to promote abundant life as Jesus did, 

let us realize the full extent of what that means. 

I haven’t found a biblical mandate that Christians must vote. Nor have I found the Bible teaching us not to vote. I be-

lieve that the Bible clearly proclaims that God is King and Jesus is Lord, meaning that Caesar (or the U.S.A.) is not. I 

believe that when we echo that proclamation and confess Jesus as Lord “we pledge our allegiance to him and renounce 

all other powers and principalities that lay claims on our bodies, minds and souls.” If you vote on November 8, vote with 

your conscience and the leading of the Spirit as you consider ALL of the issues that reflect God’s Kingdom. If you vote, 

do it lightly, placing your ultimate trust in Jesus alone, not humans “who cannot save.”  
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The Eden Leadership Team (ELT)  
  

The Eden Leadership Team met Thursday, 

October 27. 

Present were: Perry Krehbiel, JoLene Kauf-

man, Bill and Carol Zerger, Jerry Schrag, Marcy 

Schrag, Pastor Dianne, Kyle Neufeld, Morgan Kauf-

man, Pastor Derek, Jean Regier and Brenda Dalke. 

Absent: Jay Goering and Bret Gillmore 

Kyle in place of Bret lit candle to remind us of the Holy 

Spirit's presence, and read the Vision/Mission State-

ment. 

Carol read from the book "Setting your agenda" by Mel 

West a United Methodist Pastor. It referred to Mat-

thew 18:20. Bill led in prayer. 

We introduced ourselves to Pastor Dianne. 

Kyle called the meeting to order. 

The minutes were approved as printed. 

Perry reported for Jay - Treasurer report: 

As of September 30 the Revenue is - $278.339.50 

                                    Expenses - $346,940.57 

                                    Difference - ($68,601.07) 

There was a question about the Commission balanc-

es. After the Choir served a meal the donations from 

that were put into the Unified Budget. They would like 

to have a clarification about that.   

 Peace/Witness Commission: 
They are working on the Church brochure. 

They are planning a food drive for the Food Pantry in 

November to the middle of December. They will have 4 

wagons in the fellowship hall for people to put their 

food in. 

There was a good response to the breakfast for Katie 

Gillmore. 

Deacon Commission: 
They approved sponsoring a wiener roast. 

Talking about showing appreciation to volunteers who 

are not members of the church. 

January 22 there will be another service at Pine Village 

with communion. 

Trustee Report: 
Service Master will be cleaning the carpets throughout 

the church in the near future. The cost will be around 

$4,000.00. 

They want to improve the name plates at the cemetery. 

They tabled the church bell issue for now. 

Gary and Keith put posts out at the west end of the cem-

etery so people quit driving over a grave. 

There was an issue with the plumbing. They had to put 

in a new lateral system at a cost of $5,000.00 

Worship Commission: 
November 20 James Krabill from Mennonite Mission Net-

work will be speaking at Eden. It will be a combined service 

with West Zion and First Mennonite. There will be a com-

bined choir.  

They are trying to figure out what kind of worship style to 

have that will be meaningful for everyone. 

Christian Education/Discipleship Commission: 
They are wondering if there will be Sunday school 

on November 20. 

The Christmas Eve Committee consists of Al Neufeld and 

Brenda Wedel. They could use more volunteers. They would 

like to give the children a piece of the Nativity each year. 

Del Kaufman is willing to make them. 

The Safe Sanctuary proposal is still being looked at. Who is 

in charge of the portable microphone? 

The Mentor - Mentee breakfast will be this Sunday October 

30. 

Stewardship Commission: 
The Stewardship Commission met Tuesday, October 25 to 

review the giving surveys that were returned. Seventy-seven 

people responded and many had comments. There was a 

slight increase in local giving versus global giving. They felt 

that the discussion during the S.S. hour was very helpful. 

They need the budget requests from the Commissions and 

SCRT by November 13. 

They would like to present the budget to the congregation 

on December 4 and vote on it on December 11. 

Pastor Derek’s report: 
Doug and Jude Krehbiel will be giving the musical sermon 

this Sunday. November 6 Pastor Brad and Pastor Derek will 

be do a pulpit exchange. Pastor Dianne will be Worship 

leader when Pastor Brad is at Eden. 

There will be an Election Day Communion at Northridge 

at 7:30 p.m. after the polls close. Mennonite Pastors wanted 

to reclaim allegiance to Jesus. 4 years ago 800 churches 

starting offering this. 

He attended an Associated Churches meeting. They are 

looking at restructuring. The Board will meet in December 

to look at hiring a 1/4 time Executive Director. They want to 

call it Associated Ministries of Moundridge. It would in-

clude MYM, Food Pantry, Angel's Attic etc. 

For the November 20 service James Krabill will offer time 
during S.S. FEWZ will be serving a fundraiser meal after 

that service. He would check about the offering details. 

Pastor Dianne’s report: 
She is feeling good about her first four days. 

Church Office Remodel: 

Bill passed out an estimate for costs. The project would be done in  

     There’s more→ 

Whether you vote or not, please consider joining other Christians on election day to confess Jesus as Lord 

and be unified by his body and blood in communion. The pastors of the Associated Churches will hold Election Day 

Communion at Northridge Community Center at 7:30PM on November 8. Our hope is that amid all the ugliness and 

divisiveness that this election cycle brings, we can joyfully and humbly receive our unity through the risen Christ. 
Emmanuel Katongole, Mirror to the Church, 156 

Michael Gorman, The Death of the Messiah and the birth of the New Covenant,  

Mark Schloneger, http://thegatheringplace.us/2016/10/17keeping-correct-poltically/ 
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Hello!   

We are in our second year with Service Adventure Leader-

ship. We appreciate your support in prayers, finances, vis-

its, and care packages. Becky Zerger, daughter of Ted and 

Vera Zerger from Salina, is the Chairman of the Service 

Adventure Support Committee in Albuquerque. 
 

Our participants include: Armelda Xhari from Albania, 

Abby Gallegos from Indiana, Annika Dollinger from Ger-

many, Lydia Andres from Ohio, and Milena Klassen from 

Germany.  We are busy building community and enjoying 

the struggles of daily life together as a unit house. We share 

weekly learning components, worship nights, and challeng-

es within the unit.  
 

Service placements are at Habitat for Humanity, ReStore, 

Harwood Art School, Jeanne's Day Care, and St Martins a 

homeless day shelter. The participants are daily stretched 

by events that happen as they go to and share their day 

within the community.  
  

We attend worship services at Albuquerque Mennonite 

Church and have prepared and given the worship service 

one Sunday in September.  We enjoyed the Rocky Moun-

tain MCC Sale in Rocky Ford, CO.  We helped serve cof-

fee, sell used books, press apples into cider and serve 

lunch.   
  

Thank you for this opportunity to serve Jesus in New Mexi-

co! 

Blessings, 

Bob and Sondra Tolle  

Back row: Sondra Tolle, Lydia Andres, Milena Klassen, and  

Bob Tolle. Front row: Annika Dollinger, Abby Gallegos,  

Armelda Xhari and Stella, Abby’s service dog. 

Always Thankful 

Martin Rinkart, a German Lutheran minister, wrote the 

hymn “Now Thank We All Our God” in 1636. At the 

time, the Thirty Years’ War was ravaging central Eu-

rope, claiming millions of lives. Rinkart served as pastor 

in Eilenburg, a walled town that became a crowded ref-

uge for starving fugitives. Although Rinkart was strug-

gling to provide for his own family, he opened his own 

home to people in need.  
 

After the plague entered Eilenburg, Rinkart conducted 

up to 50 funerals a day — including services for his wife 

and the only other two pastors in town. Amid the des-

pair, he wrote many hymns, including “Now Thank We 

All Our God.” Originally intended as a table prayer, it’s 

now sung at Thanksgiving to remember God’s 

“countless gifts of love” — even during hardships.  

approximately 3 months. They would do the first part in 

the front and then finish the back. The cost would be 

$99,943.02. 

Where do we go from here? It needs to be presented to 

the congregation. What would come out of the building 

fund or checking account? What would need to be 

raised? Also a significant amount of the labor costs 

could be cut by volunteer labor. 

We want the Trustees and Stewardship Commissions to 

work together to come up with a proposal and present it 

to the ELT at their next meeting. 

Church Pictorial: 
Bret and Lifetouch have been in conversation about a 

pictorial directory. There was a unanimous decision to 

move ahead. Bret will continue investigating. He 

needs to bring the details to the next meeting. 

Appointments for next year: 
SCRT - Connie Schrag has accepted. 

Gifts Discernment - 

Eden Foundation- 

Kyle will talk to Bret about details. 

End of Year Schedule: 
November 13 - Pastor Dianne Schmidt installation. 

November 13 - Budget requests due to Stewardship 

Commission. 

December 4 - Present budget to congregation. 

December 11 - Annual Meeting, budget approval and 

elections and constitution approval? There will be a 

meal following. 

February 5 -Year End Celebration and reports. 

After the first of the year the Pastors would like to honor 

the Commissions and name the people in the Commis-

sions. 

No New Business 

Next meeting - November 17, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. at the 

Church. 

Devotions - Marcy Schrag 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
JoLene Kaufman, Secretary. 
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Enjoy singing the  

songs of the season 

 

Plan now to attend the 38th an-

nual Christmas Carol-Along 

on Thursday, December 1, 

2016, 6-8 pm at the McPherson Opera House. This is 

an informal, Come-and-Go event  for the whole family. 

Enjoy singing songs of the Season with your friends 

and neighbors without standing out in the cold weather! 

There will be brief appearances by some local groups, 

including the McPherson Community Brass Choir, 

Church of the Brethren Handbell Ensemble, Elyria 

Christian High School Choir, Men in Harmony Barber-

shop Chorus, and several children's musical groups. Of 

course, there will be an appearance by Santa! No ad-

mission is charged.  
 

 

 

Mennonite Mission Network has launched a search for 

a director to provide leadership in partnership relation-

ships, collaborative planning, direction and strategies 

for ministries in Asia and the Middle East. The ideal 

candidate will communicate passion for God’s mission 

of reconciliation, be culturally sensitive, a collaborative 

leader oriented to the changing church and world con-

text. Ability to forge effective, productive and trusting 

relationships, they will have a pastoral work style, 

available to travel multiple weeks per year. Also re-

quired are proven capabilities in budget creation, man-

agement and administration. View the complete posi-

tion description at www.MennoniteMission.net.  Pre-

ferred office location is either Elkhart, IN, or Newton, 

KS. Please send resumé and cover letter to Staf-

fRecruitment@mennoniteMission.net  or call Linda 

Krueger at(574) 523-3009 for more information about 

this position.   

Mennonite Mission Network is committed to denomina-

tional and agency goals of anti-racist action and inter-

cultural competence. 

James Krabill speaker for  

Harvest Mission Sunday 

 

On November 20, we will celebrate Harvest 

Mission Sunday at Eden with guest speaker 

James R. Krabill of Mennonite Mission Network. This 

will be a joint service with the congregations of West 

Zion and First Mennonite Church of Christian .Worship 

begins at 9:30 AM, followed by a Q&A discussion time 

with James at 10:30. The FEWZ (First, Eden, West 

Zion) youth group will serve a fundraiser fellowship 

meal following the discussion time.  

 

James R. Krabill has been a mission worker and a Bible 

church history teacher in the Ivory Coast and has 

worked in mission advocacy and communication. He 

currently serves as senior executive for global minis-

tries at Mennonite Mission Network.  

Invitation to Share 

 

 

 

 

The “invitation to share” project for the month of No-

vember is a cash offering.  

 

If you would like to support this project you may write 

a check to Eden with “invitation to share” in the memo 

line and mail it to Eden at P.O. Box 406, Moundridge, 

KS 67107. 

Goshen College and the Associated Mennonite Biblical 

Seminary. “We are excited about having Steve Thomas 

join us as Coordinator and look forward to serving the 

men of our denomination with him”, says Lonnie Bar-

tel, Mennonite Men’s board president. “Steve  brings 

excellent qualifications and experience to our organiza-

tion, especially in the area of men's retreats.” Thomas 

will begin his work with Mennonite Men November 

1st. Mennonite Men is a constituency group dedicated 

to both men's ministries and service through the Join-

Hands program which raises funds for Mennonite 

churches building their first meeting places.  

Steve Thomas named as  

Mennonite Men Coordinator 

 

The Mennonite Men Board of Directors is 

pleased to announce Steve Thomas of  

Goshen, Indiana as their new Coordinator. 

Steve brings extensive experience in ministering to men 

and has served at numerous Mennonite congregations  

as a pastor. Thomas is a graduate of Hesston College,  

We choose not to print addresses 

of our members online. If you are 

looking for a specific address 

please call 620-345-8320. 

http://www.mennonitemission.net/
mailto:StaffRecruitment@mennoniteMission.net
mailto:StaffRecruitment@mennoniteMission.net
tel:%28574%29%20523-3009
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Thank you to my church family for the visits, prayers, 

cards, and words of encouragement while I had my back 

surgery.  

Del Kaufman 

 

Thank you to everyone for all the visits, phone calls, 

cards, food, help and encouragement for my recovery. 

It has been a difficult time and everything is appreciated 

very much.  Bless all of you. 

LaVerne Flickinger    
 

Our family expresses gratitude for your kindness evi-

denced in thought, deed and prayer. We appreciated the 

paper goods, plastic silverware and stamps. Thank you! 

Sincerely, 

The Flickner Family 

 

A great big THANK YOU for welcoming me into your 

church family for the past 3 1/2 months. You have wel-

comed me into your homes, hearts, and congregational 

life. Special thanks to Pastor Derek and Becky 

Koller. They made me feel at home in the office and I 

will miss the conversations we had. I am thankful for 

God's leading in calling Dianne to this congrega-

tion. What a blessing! 

     I will return to my work as part-time chaplain at Prai-

rie View and as a spiritual director. I will also be filling 

in for my pastors at Zion Mennonite in Elbing when 

they go on sabbatical from January-March in 2017. I 

celebrate the many ways God is working at Eden! I 

will thank God every time I remember you! Thanks 

again!  

-Pastor Karen Andres 
 

Dear Junior Sunday School Classes, 

Thank you so much for collecting an offering for Camp 

Mennoscah! We think that the community made and the 

fun times people have at camp are important. Thanks for 

being part of our camping ministry! 

With Peace, 

Olivia Bartel 
 

Thank you so much for the school kits you donated to 

MCC! We appreciate it, as do the children you are 

blessing with supplies for their education. 

MCC Central States 

 

Camp Mennoscah sends a waterfall of thanks to every-

one who helped take out the dam and cheered our water-

logged volunteers.  The river will now hopefully wash 

some of the sand and silt downstream, creating a better 

place for canoeing and fishing.  The dam will be re-

placed in the spring.  

     Geneva Flickner (84) passed away on 

Tuesday, October 11 at Pine Village. Ser-

vices were held at Eden on Monday, Oc-

tober 17. We extend our sympathy to her 

husband Arlo, their sons Dennis (Diane), 

Rollin (Kay) and Greg (Pam) and of their 

extended family and friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Congratulations to Ian and Shayna Smith on the 

birth of a son Jagger Cruz. He was born on Thursday, 

October 13. He is welcomed by his big brother Bos-

ton, his maternal grandparents Warren and Jerri Kauf-

man and his great-grandparents Larry and Betty Kre-

hbiel, and Jim Gaeddert and Leda Kaufman. 

     Arthur D. Krehbiel, Jr. passed away 

on Tuesday, October 18 at Pine Vil-

lage. Services were held at Eden on 

Friday, October 21. We extend our 

sympathy to his sister Meroe Graber, 

his children Wendy (Max) Jantzen and 

Brad (Susan) Krehbiel, and all of his extended fami-

ly and friends. 

Daylight Saving Time ends November 6. Please set 

your clocks back one hour before going to bed on 

Saturday night. 
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If there has been an omission or mistaken 

date please notify the church office. 

  3- Madison Krehbiel (Clinton & Shelly) 

 Harvey Jon Stucky 

  4- Carla Shilts 

  5- Bailey Graber (Travis & Penny) 

 Allen Bonde 

  6- Joseph Schrag (Darrell & Bobbi)  

 Keith Schrag 

 Russell Stucky 

  7- Rashell Kaufman 

 Ashley Schrag (Bruce & Kelly)  

  8- Kay Burgan 

 Maynard Krehbiel 

  9- Kacy Anderson (David & Joyce) 

 Verna M. Goering 

 Cathy Johnson 

 Tiffany Stucky  

 Chase Swanson (Mark & Julie) 

10- Trent Preheim 

11- Austin Neufeld  

 Gentry Regier (Josh & Emily) 

 Kevin Schrag 

12- June Krehbiel 

 Crystal Burnett 

 Jacob D. Schrag  

 Lynette Alshanski 

14- Evelyn Harms 

 Alan Neufeld 

 Pam Mandeen 

15- Trey Unrau 

16- Kelly Stucky 

17- Ron L. Krehbiel  

18- Bob Kaufman 

19- Floyd Flickinger 

21- Walt Neufeld 

 Robert Tolle  

22- Cecilia Goering 

 Art Krehbiel 

24- Sharon Durst 

 Daniel Schrag 

 Leslie Thiessen 

25- Wayne Ensz 

 Lowell Krehbiel 

26- Arlo Flickner 

27- Fynn Burge (Rondell & Rachel) 

 LaVerne Flickinger 

 Arielle Zerger  

28- Norma Bevitt 

 Myron B. Goering 

29- Cindy Bartell 

 Verna P. Goering (Virgil) 

 June Graber 

 JoLene Kaufman 

 Kelly Hayes 

 Lou Ann Lichti 

 Kevin Stucky 

30- Doris Flickner 

 Beth Goering 

 Daryl Griffin 

 Merlyn Johnson 

  

 1- Leland & Leona Goering 

 Byron & DeLonna Lehman 

 2- Glenn & Lynette Suderman 

 3- Ron & Renetta Stucky 

13- Mark & Joyce Vogts 

18- Gerry & Wanita Schrag 

23- Anton & Patsy Klassen 

 Delbert & Barbara Stucky 

24- Jerry & Kathy Neufeld 

25- Gary & Jean Regier 

 Bruce & Pat Stucky 

28- Ron & Nancy Krehbiel 

29- Lonnie & Jean Schrag 



Up-Coming Events 

P.O. Box 406 

Moundridge, KS 67107 

 

Address Services Requested 

Nov 2: 6:00 p.m. meal served by FEWZ youth group 

 6:45 p.m. Bible study  

 7:30 p.m. Ladies Chorus 

 8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

Nov 3: 7:30 p.m. Deacons/Pastors mtg. at church office 

Nov 6: Daylight Saving Time Ends (set your clocks back 1 hour) 

Nov 7: 6:30 p.m. Education/Discipleship Commission mtg. 

 7:00 p.m. Worship Commission mtg. 

Nov 9: 6:00 p.m. meal served by Mary Martha 

 6:45 p.m. Bible study  

 7:30 p.m. Ladies Chorus 

 8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

Nov 14, 15, 16: Sanctuary and fellowship hall carpets cleaned 

Nov 16: Last Wednesday night Bible study for the year 

 6:00 p.m. meal served by Cornerstone SS class 

 6:45 p.m. Bible study (last session until January) 

 7:30 p.m. Ladies Chorus 

 8:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 

Nov 17: 7:00 p.m. ELT 

Nov 10: Harvest Mission Sunday at Eden with WZ and FMCC 

 Noon meal served by FEWZ youth group 

Nov 20: Harvest Mission Sunday at Eden with James Kraybill 

Nov 21, 22, 23: Carpets cleaned in the SS rooms at church 

Nov 24: Thanksgiving (church office closed) 

Nov 25: Church office closed 

Nov 27:  First Sunday in Advent 

Dec 3: 9:00 a.m. Eden Christmas Tea 


