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Many of the Psalms which include laments share a basic structure of praising God, lamenting enemies and evil, 

and ending with a reminder to keep praising God. This Psalm, however, does not follow that, instead it ends, just like you 

see above. This is not a pleasant way to end a song. I wouldn’t typically choose to listen to this song on repeat in the car. 

And yet, the scriptures are filled with honest despair and lament that don’t always end with words of hope. So, while this is 

uncomfortable, it can be helpful, because we all know the truth that there is much about which we could lament. 

Tragedy has struck our community in so many ways over the past year and a half that I don’t really need to name 

them all here. We know what they are. We also know that bombs are being dropped all over the planet and that chemical 

weapons are choking the life out of men, women, and children. Disease and drought are wiping out food supplies to mil-

lions. Sometimes we wonder where God is.  

In addition to all this, we lament more personal things in our own lives. We feel the effects of getting older; our 

bodies don’t do what they once did. We’re not in the career we really want. We just can’t seem to shake that bad habit. We 

are emotionally and physically distant from people we dearly love. We try to minimize these, because we compare our 

pains to the global concerns of poverty, hunger, and war, but I think we need to stop avoiding our pain. The evil that affects 

our lives is still very real, it hurts just the same. 

Our scriptures cry out in pain and anguish because of enemies, evil, and death. The writers of the Psalms, Lamen-

tations, and many of the prophets are very aware of the realities of life, the brokenness of humanity and all creation. They 

don’t try to gloss it over with well-meaning platitudes like, “It will be alright” or “It’s all part of God’s plan.” Instead, they 

tell it as they see it, and they take it straight to Yahweh with questions and challenges: Why, Lord, do you reject me and 

hide your face from me? (Psalm 88:14) 

So, it’s probably at this point that I should transition to talking about hope, to make connections with Jesus and the 

cross, so that we can see the glory that is awaiting us. But I’m not going to do that, because you already know it, and be-

cause if I do, it might encourage us to skip over the genuine time of lament in our own lives and the lives of others. I don’t 

want us to do that. 

I believe lament is crucial to our faith for two reasons. 1) While it may feel inappropriate to speak to God this way, 

as if we’re fighting, it is an important way to remain in contact and deepen our relationship with God. Who wants a superfi-

cial relationship with God, in which everything is fine and dandy and you never really talk about anything substantial? 

Aren’t the best relationships the ones in which you can say anything you need to, and in so doing, your connection becomes 

far deeper than any surface level relationship? 2) Lament puts us in touch with the brokenness all around us that is in need 

of repair. This helps us realize our need of a savior. If we try to ignore evil and pain, life becomes a picnic, but who needs 

to be rescued from a picnic? Who wants to be saved from a day at the beach? 

Instead of avoiding our pain, let’s explore it and lament, alone and together. What evil do you need to lament? 

What do you need to scream at or to God about? Don’t worry, you won’t be the first: I cry to you for help, Lord; in the 

morning my prayer comes before you. Why, Lord, do you reject me and hide your face from me? Psalm 88:13,14. 
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Learning to Lament 
 

From my youth I have suffered and been close to death; 

    I have borne your terrors and am in despair. 

Your wrath has swept over me; 

    your terrors have destroyed me. 

All day long they surround me like a flood; 

    they have completely engulfed me. 

You have taken from me friend and neighbor— 

    darkness is my closest friend. 

Psalm 88:15-18 (NIV) 
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Eden Leadership Team Minutes 

 

The Eden Leadership Team met Mon-

day, April 24, at the church at 7:00 

p.m. 

Present were:  Becky Koller, JoLene Kaufman, Jerry 

Schrag, Gary Regier, Jean Regier, Austin Goering, 

Pastor Derek King, Pastor Dianne Schmidt, Pat 

Stucky, and Kyle Neufeld. 

Absent were:  Tim Regehr, Brenda Dalke, Carina 

Knight and Keith Schrag. 

Vision: A people transformed by the Holy Spirit in 

Worship and Service, so that through us God's grace, 

love and peace are made known to the world. 

Mission: To be a community that follows Jesus in all 

we say and do. 

No Devotions due to absence of Tim Regehr. 

Kyle called the meeting to order and lit the candle to 

represent the Holy Spirit's presence. He read the Vi-

sion/Mission statement. The minutes were approved 

as printed. 

Treasurer Report: 
  Income:  $107,000.00 

  Expenses:  $160,000.00 

  Difference:  ($53,000.00) 

  There are $12,000.00 in expenses for church office 

remodel. There has been $9,000.00 in donations. 

Larry Kaufman has not turned in any wages. 

Worship Commission: 
They have been discussing the Camp retreat Week-

end. It is July 22 and 23. 

Summer special music is in need of volunteers. 

Christian Education/Discipleship Commission: 
All adult Sunday School classes are going to partici-

pate in summer electives, except two. 

The nursery committee has made more definite 

guidelines for nursery workers. 

Peace/Witness Commission: 
The Eden brochures are done. They will distribute 

them to the office and the church and will look into 

different places to take them. 

There will be 2 Peace Essays read this Sunday. 

Trustee Commission: 
There have been 2 graves added this month.  

One of the three commercial ovens does not 

heat. Gary will look into options for repairs. 

Church remodel - Waiting on lights, and hoping for 

delivery today. Inspectors need to come in to pass 

electrical and plumbing work. The cabinets and floor-

ing will be done next. Trustees need to let congrega-

tion know how the fundraising for the office remodel 

is going. A visual with a thermometer showing pro-

gress placed in the fellowship hall would be good 

way to accomplish that. 

The trustees are thinking about the possibility of a fund-

raiser with a talent show with people from Eden. 

The safe was sold to Bret Gillmore for $150.00. 

Pastor Derek: 
Associated Churches is now called Associated Ministries 

of Moundridge. They have a new Constitution. Before the 

board consisted of a member and a Pastor of each 

church. Now the board will consist of a representative of 

each ministry which include the Food Pantry, Angel's 

Attic, Cradle to Crayons, Senior Center, and Moundridge 

Youth Ministries.  It would also include one representa-

tive from each of the 4 partnering churches and one at 

large member. Derek, Brad Roth and Jim Sugars are 

looking for a 1/4 time director. For the next meeting in 

July or August they want to have new board members in 

place. 

He is excited about work between the Eden commissions. 

Questions for ELT: 

1. How do commissions feel they are doing according to 

the Vision/Mission statement? 

2. What is the understanding of church member-

ship? What has membership meant to those who have 

been at Eden for a long time? 

The Deacons made significant progress on their part of 

the Constitution. ELT could be a resource to help with 

their questions. 

Pastor Dianne: 
One person was wanting a ride to church from Pine Vil-

lage and one person is willing to give a ride to 

church. Pine Village would be willing to loan their van 

for a person in a wheel chair if we can find a volunteer 

who would have to get training from them. 

Conference Delegates: 
Kyle has 5 or 6 delegates for WDC and 1, possibly 2 for 

MC USA convention. 

Stewardship Commission: 
They are working on having 3 services over summer on 

Stewardship. They will have fundraisers next year to start 

building up the Student Grant fund for the future students. 

Kyle commented that one of the most visible results of 

the Commissions working together has made our ELT 

meetings a lot more productive. 

Question:  Are the Commissions feeling overworked? 

We appreciate what you are doing. If overworked, that 

concern needs to be brought to the ELT. 

Next Meeting:  May 22 at 7:00 p.m. at the church.  

Kyle will check with Tim about providing devotions at 

the next meeting since he was absent this time.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 

JoLene Kaufman, Secretary 
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Volunteers Making Progress on Church Office 
 

 The church office had not undergone any major 

remodeling since it was purchased in 1975. After dis-

cussions about the efficiency of the building, of  both 

the floorplan and energy issues, a proposal was brought 

to the congregation and an overwhelming number felt it 

was time to make improvements to the church office. 

  The church renovation which began in early 

February has gone remarkably well. It was decided that 

the office staff would remain in the building during the 

remodeling. The work would be split in half with the 

back half being done first, followed by the work being 

completed in the front half. A temporary door was in-

stalled to the back half of the office to keep the dust out 

of the front. It has kept a lot of the dust out, but of 

course there is definitely more dust in the air in the 

front office than usual.  

 We have learned that our congregation has a 

large number of very skilled volunteers. It’s been a joy 

to hear the laughter, discussion and camaraderie of the 

volunteers as they talk about the best way to do things. 

We are blessed with Larry Kaufman as the overseer of 

the project. When a glitch or two has arisen, Larry has 

taken charge and solved it quickly.  

 As with any renovation or remodeling project 

there is the down side also. At times the noise of power 

tools gets in the way of a phone call or two, but we’ve  

Volunteers examine the plumbing that needed to  

be removed in the back half of the office. 

A concrete block wall coming down 

managed. The fumes from staining woodwork has 

sometimes been a bit overwhelming, but we have sur-

vived. Probably the biggest hurdle is not having run-

ning water or indoor plumbing.  

 As with any remodeling project there is some 

“hurry up and wait” in the process. We are currently 

waiting for the inspection of the plumbing and wiring 

and some additional lighting to arrive. Once the kitch-

en and bathroom cabinets have been completed the 

flooring will be put down. The new furnace also needs 

to be installed. Once final touch-ups are completed, 

the staff will move to the back half of the building 

while the front half undergoes remodeling.  

 Everyone is welcome to stop by and see the 

progress. Better yet, call Larry Kaufman (345-8457) 

to see where you can help. It’s a great opportunity to 

learn some skills you may not currently have and a 

great way to get to know other church members in a 

different way. If you’re willing to give it a try call 

Larry Kaufman (345-8457) for more details. To see 

more pictures of the remodeling, go to the Eden Face-

book page. You do not have to have a Facebook ac-

count to logon to view the pictures. 

New walls go up. 
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Share the Gift of Music  
 

      During the summer months of 

May, June, July and August the 

choirs take a very deserved break. 

During these months it is nice to 

hear music from others in our 

congregation. It can be instrumental or vocal, a solo or a 

group. If you or someone you know are interested in 

sharing the gift of music during Sunday worship, please 

contact Cheri Kaufman at 620-345-8457 (home), 620-

386-0583 (cell) or lcmrkauf@mtelco.net. Dates are 

available May 14 – Sept 3. 

Giving to MCC up 25% by 

Newton Et Cetera Shop  

 

     In 2016 the Et Cetera 

Shop gave $239,039 to 

Mennonite Central Com-

mittee. On top of that they were able to also give 

$26,000 to local non-profits.  

 In 2016 they had 35 new volunteers which brings the 

total number of active volunteers to 238. These volun-

teers helped an average of 318 customers daily. An av-

erage of 1831 items were sold daily, which brought in 

an average of $2,299 in total sales.  

 The Newton Et Cetera Shop is a Christian resource 

for meeting human need by raising money for Mennon-

ite Central Committee and the local community through 

the sale of donated items; providing quality, affordable, 

recycled merchandise for the community; and encour-

aging stewardship and recycling. 

Howard and Neva Kaufman Named as 

Outstanding Volunteers of the Year 

By Julie Kern, PV Director of Marketing 

 

Pine Village recently honored Howard & 

Neva Kaufman as Outstanding Volunteers 

of the Year during the Volunteer Luncheon on April 18.  

Howard and Neva have been actively volun-

teering on the campus for more than 20 years. Some 

of their first volunteering included Neva serving on 

the then, Memorial Home board of directors for 6 

years and Howard serving as a volunteer van driver. 

In fact, he was one of the very first van drivers when 

they were truly volunteers - no pay, and they used 

their own personal vehicles. Howard just recently re-

tired from van driving this past year after 15 plus 

years of service. 

“Anytime Becki Yoder or myself or anyone 

has asked them for something they have NEVER said 

no,” said Shelby Shaw, Pine Village Administrator. 

“They truly serve from their heart, and we are so for-

tunate they chose to give their time to Pine Village.” 

Some of the other areas where Howard and 

Neva have volunteered include delivering mail, par-

ticipating in senior singers, chimes choir, the Walk-A-

Thon, and PV’s annual Fishing Day, just to name a 

few. Both Howard and Neva are also known to donate 

items each year to the Benefit Day Auctions including 

Neva’s infamous poppy seed rolls, and Howard’s 

hand crafted wood items, homemade noodles and 

more! 

              “Without hesitation, Neva is always willing 

to supply baked goods whenever needed - and if 

you’ve ever had Neva’s homemade bread, you know 

what a treat that is,” added Becki Yoder, Director of 

Wellness & Volunteerism. 

Additionally, Howard made all the towel 

hangers and equipment racks in the pool area and cus-

tom tablecloth hangers for the Wellness Center. Neva 

also volunteers a lot of her time hand stitching quilts 

in the Krehbiel Apartment Commons Area, some of 

which have been sold at past Benefit Day auctions.   

 The Pine Village community will never be 

able to thank Howard and Neva enough for all the 

time and effort they have given. They truly are a 

blessing to the Pine Village campus and the 

Moundridge community! 

Just One 
 

One song can spark a moment. 

One flower can wake the dream. 

One tree can start a forest. 

One bird can herald spring. 

One Smile begins a friendship; 

One handclasp lifts a soul. 

One star can guide a ship at sea, 

One word can frame the goal. 

One vote can change a nation. 

One sunbeam lights a room;  

One candle wipes out darkness. 

One laugh will conquer gloom. 

One step must start each journey. 

One word must start each prayer. 

One hope will raise our spirits; 

One touch can show you care. 

One voice can speak with wisdom; 

One heart can know what’s true. 

One life can make the difference… 

That difference starts with you. 

mailto:lcmrkauf@mtelco.net
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       We wish to thank everyone for your many visits, 

thoughts and prayers during Leonard’s stay at Pine Vil-

lage and his passing. The many expressions of love was 

such a comfort and blessing. We miss him so much, but 

we know he is in heaven and at peace. 

Juanita Graber and family 

 

Thank you for supporting MCC by sponsoring us in the 

20th Annual Run for Relief on April 8th. There were 268 

participants. The youngest was 3 years old and the oldest 

was 82. 

Gregory, Elaine and Denise Krehbiel 

 

 Thank you for all your support, financial and 

prayers.  

 We are so thankful to be able to provide assis-

tance to those in need and the comments we hear make it 

worthwhile. When people from Valley Hope come in and 

are so appreciative it makes it all worthwhile.  

 With your help we will continue to serve out 

community!  

 Share What You Have—Take What You Need—

Pay It Forward. 

Thanks Again, 

Angels’ Attic 

Invitation to Share 
 

The Invitation to Share project for the month of May is 
sewing kits:  

 1 metric tape measure 

 2 spools white thread/2 spools black thread (300 

yards each 

 1 thimble, (medium size)  

 1 pr. dressmaker scissors (good quality)  

 1 pkg. needles, (approx. 25)  

 1 pkg.  straight pins, (approx. 100)  

 1 pkg.  hooks and eyes, (approx. 12)  

 1 pkg. sew on  snaps, (approx. 20-25)  

 10 assorted safety pins 

Place contents in 11" x 16" double drawstring bag.    
 

If you would like to support this project you may write a 

check to Eden with “invitation to share” in the memo line 

and mail it to Eden at P.O. Box 406, Moundridge, KS 

67107. 

Mennonite Disaster Service is announcing three employment 

opportunities at the Binational office in Lititz, PA in the volun-

teer team. The positions available are a Volunteer Manager, 

a Volunteer Coordinator for Leadership, and a Volunteer 

Coordinator for Crews. All three are paid positions. See the full 

job descriptions at MDS employment. Resumes may be sent 

to jobs@mds.mennonite.net  or MDS, Attn: Human Re-

sources, 583 Airport Rd, Lititz, PA 17543. Review of re-

sumes begins immediately.  

 

Do you live for a good story? Are you passionate about 

God’s presence and work in the world? If so, work for 

Mennonite Mission Network as our writer and multime-

dia content producer. This full time position will be locat-

ed in the Newton, KS or Elkhart, IN office. Learn more 

at www.MennoniteMission.Net/about/Employment. If 

interested, please send a résumé 

to StaffRecruitment@MennoniteMission.net. 

       Leonard Graber (84) passed away on 

Wednesday, March 29. Services were held at 

Eden on Monday, April 3. We extend our sym-

pathy to his wife Juanita, and children Pat, Ker-

ry, Darren, Tim and all of their extended family. 

       Congratulations to Chris and Kristeen Thompson on 

the birth of their son, Elliot Glenn Goering Thompson on 

March 31. Dave and Marge Goering are the maternal 

grand-parents.  

 Carter Lee Krehbiel, (4), passed away 

Wednesday, April 12 at Wesley Medical Center.  

He was born to Dustin and Amy Krehbiel Sep-

tember 5, 2012 in Hutchinson. Services were 

held at Church of the Holy Cross in Hutchinson, 

with a graveside service at Eden. We extend our sympathy 

to his parents Dustin and Amy, his grandparents Ernie and 

Judy Krehbiel, and his aunt and uncle Ashley and Wesley 

Stucky and all of Carter’s extended family.  

http://mennonite.us8.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=119806f58860a681d3799601f&id=13a3e9eae0&e=75f5df2ec6
http://mennonite.us8.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=119806f58860a681d3799601f&id=8958436aef&e=75f5df2ec6
http://mennonite.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=119806f58860a681d3799601f&id=9f8b012d00&e=75f5df2ec6
http://mennonite.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=119806f58860a681d3799601f&id=9f8b012d00&e=75f5df2ec6
http://mennonite.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=119806f58860a681d3799601f&id=1ba0501b0b&e=75f5df2ec6
mailto:jobs@mds.mennonite.net
http://www.mennonitemission.net/about/Employment
mailto:StaffRecruitment@MennoniteMission.net
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   1- Sandra Flickner 

 Eugene H. Goering 

 Robyn Roberson 

 Bernice Zerger 

  2- Jared Gillmore  

 Jordan Nice (Karen) 

 David Montelongo (Jason Miller & Melanie Krehbiel) 

  3- Ailene Goering 

 Stuart Kaufman 

 Ethan Rose (Leslie Earlston) 

  5- Jason Miller 

 Marilyn Preheim 

 Conner Stucky  

 Angela White (Chester & Ruth) 

  6- Teresa Birky 

 Curby Goering  

 Darren Graber 

 Travis Graber 

 Brandon Kaufman  

 Janice Yoder 

  7- Bret Toews  

  9- Marlene Krehbiel 

 Jeff Thiesen 

10- Ayden Fleming (Matt & Rashelle Schrag) 

11- Jacob Ewy (Brenda) 

 Brian Stucky 

13- Shelby Graber 

 Angela Preheim 

 Gale Schrag 

 Brandon Schrag  

14- Natalie Anderson (Neal & Cindy) 

 Kali Graber 

 Luke Stucky  

 Duane Wedel 

15- Taryn Temple 

16- Keelan Graber (Zach and Kali) 

 Sylvia Vogt 

17- Carol Stucky 

 Matthew Stucky  

 Dana Tolle 

18- Jonathan Budd 

 Teresa Graber 

 Elsie Kaufman 

20- Molly Flickner  

 Michelle Graber (Nick & Chris) 

 Dawn Schrag 

 Donald Wedel 

21- Curtis Goering 

 Jeff Koller 

 Sadie Newmark (Jason & Shelese) 

23- Michael L. Krehbiel  

 Zoe Vontz (Nicholas & Lori) 

 LaDonna Wedel 

24- Grant Stucky (Morris & Diana) 

 Mariah Wedel (Ross) 

25- Matt Begnoche 

 Jerry Lankford 

 Elizabeth Schrag 

 Avery Schrag (Matt & Rashelle) 

 Marjean Stucky 

26- Rene Kaufman 

27- Adelayd Polo Goering (Patricia Goering & Said Polo) 

 Roger Regehr 

28- Jerrod Dalke 

 Justin Dalke 

 Jeff Flickinger 

29- Patsy Klassen 

 Matthew Schrag 

30- Mark E. Stucky 

31- Patsy Lankford 

 Silas Preheim (Trent & Angela) 

          Susan Schrag     

If there has been an omission or  

mistaken date please notify the 

church office. 

  1- Chester & Ruth White 

  2- Roger & Terra Regehr 

 David & Hillery Schrag 

  3- Tom & Jamie Mulder   

  7-  E. Fred & Beverly Goering 

  9- Myron & Monica Flickner 

12- Steve & Linda Graber 

 Kyle & Robin Schrag  

13- Mark & Torinda Graber 

17- Tim & Amber Stucky  

20- Chris & Tori Starks 

21- Ronnie & Pam Schrag 

23- Michael & Greta Koehn 

 Phil & Sharon McCowen 

 Brian & Amy Schrag 

23- Ross & Christy Shirack 

 Kenneth L. & Barbara Stucky 

24- Tony & Karen Janzen 

 Leslie & Joy Thiessen 

25- David & Teresa Birky 

27- David & Joyce Anderson 

28- Ian & Shayna Smith 

29- Larry G. & Sarah Goering 

 Tony & Leslie Schrag 

 Norman & Nadine Wedel 

31- Troy & Suzanne Miller 

 Derek & Shannon Schrag  



Up-Coming Events 

P.O. Box 406 

Moundridge, KS 67107 

 

Address Services Requested 

May 2: 6:00 p.m. Deacons mtg. 

May 4: National Day of Prayer 

May 7: Choir Finale 

May 11: 7:00 p.m. Worship Commission mtg. 

May 14: Mother’s Day 

May 18: KMRS Annual meeting at Eden 

May 22: ELT meets at Eden 

May 29: Eden Church Office closed for Labor Day 

June 4: Children’s Day 

June 28: 6:00 p.m. Stewardship Commission 

July 4: Eden Church Office closed  

July 4-8: MC USA Convention in Orlando, Florida 

July 22 & 23: Eden Retreat at Camp Mennoscah 

Aug 4-6: WDC Annual Assembly in Texas 

Aug 20: Worship at Pine Village 


